
Report Vol. 1 (2019-2022)

Athens 2023

Celebrations at the National Archaeological 
Museum in Athens



Editor: Janusz Czebreszuk

Language editing: Dr. Asta Rand 
Graphic design: Paweł Bleja

The PAIA’s Report 1 publication was partly financed by the AMU internal grant programme IDUB-UAM, grant no. 916/16/UAM/0004.

Contact in Poznań:

Polish Archaeological Institute at Athens 
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań

Poznań University St. 7 
PL 61-614 Poznan, Poland

phone: +48 61 829 1410

www.paia.amu.edu.pl

facebook.com/PAIAthens

instagram.com/paiathens

Director of the Institute: Prof. Janusz Czebreszuk
Deputy Director of the Institute: Prof. Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka
General Secretary of the Institute in Poznań: Dr. Jakub Niebieszczański
General Secretary of the Institute at Athens, Cultural Program Manager: Beata Kukiel-Vraila MA

Contact in Athens:

Polish Archaeological Institute at Athens

Dionisiou Eginitou St. 7, 
GR-115-28 Athens, Greece

phone +30 210 729 2832 
e-mail: paia@amu.edu.pl

Office and library opening hours:

Monday-Friday: 9.00-13.00 (Athens time)



 page

Introduction, or before the Institute was established  2 
Janusz Czebreszuk

The opening ceremony of the Polish Archaeological Institute at Athens 3 
(October 26, 2021) 
Janusz Czebreszuk

The First Annual Meeting of the Polish Archaeological Institute at Athens 6  
(Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Athens, May 19, 2022) 
Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka, Janusz Czebreszuk

Anthemus Valley Archaeological Project (AVAP). Settlement changes in the valley 7  
from the Neolithic to the beginning of the Iron Age 
Janusz Czebreszuk, Jakub Niebieszczański, Maria Pappa, Stelios Andreou, Konstantinos Vouvalidis,  
Iwona Hildebrandt-Radke, George Syrides, Panagiotis Tsourlos

Report on 2022 season of the fieldwork project at the site of Mycenaean Pefkakia 10 
Bartłomiej Lis, Anthi Batziou, Jakub Niebieszczański, Tomasz Herbich, Robert Ryndziewicz 

Complementary studies of Neolithic pottery collected in the Mirabello region (East Crete) 13  
by the Vrokastro Survey (directed by B. Hayden and J. Moody), the Kavousi Survey  
(directed by D.C. Haggis) and the Gournia Survey (directed by L.V. Watrous) 
Krzysztof Nowicki

Supplementary topographic studies of the area in the immediate vicinity of two sites 15  
near Mesa Lasithi (Lasithi district, East Crete): Agioi Apostoloi and Vigla 
Krzysztof Nowicki

Chipped-stone assemblages from survey of prehistoric sites Paradimi  18 
and Krovili (Thrace, Northern Greece). Preliminary report 
Andrzej Pelisiak, Maciej Dębiec, Dushka Urem-Kotsou, Dimitris Matsas,  
Anna Mousioni, Periklis Chrysafakoglou

Regional Networks and Local Recipes for Complexity: A new PASIFIC project  22 
on Middle Bronze Age pottery with the help of the PAIA 
Chris Hale

Inside the mind of a Greek hoplite: Archaic Peloponnesian shield-bands 24 
Cezary Kucewicz

Research report from Athens, Samos, Didyma and Miletus 25 
Sławomir Bobola

Studies in Roman autonomy and contemporary self-government 27 
Emilia Twarowska-Antczak

The Poster Exhibition: Philhellenism and Polish Research in Prehistoric and Classical 28  
Archaeology in Greece 
Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka

‘Artefacts, Creativity, Technology, and Skills from Prehistory to the Classical Period  31 
in Greece. Communities of Learning in the Past and in Higher Education Today, ACTS’:  
the first international, educational project in archaeology of Greece 
Agata Ulanowska

Summer School of the University of Wrocław in Athens, 12.09. – 23.09.2022 33 
Agata Kubala

The scientific lecture series “Lectures for a good start” 36 
Janusz Czebreszuk, Jakub Niebieszczański, Konstantinos Vouvalidis, Panagiotis Tsourlos, Maria Pappa,  
Stelios Andreou, Inga Głuszek, Magdalena Krajcarz, Magdalena Sudoł-Procyk, Daniel Makowiecki,  
Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka, Agata Ulanowska

Adam Mickiewicz Evening in Athens 39 
Beata Kukiel-Vraila

Other events 41 
Beata Kukiel-Vraila

Information on the Institute cover



We present to the readers the first issue of the 
Bulletin of the Polish Archaeological Institute at Ath-
ens (PAIA), which collects information about our activi-
ties from the beginning of PAIA’s existence in 2019 
until the end of 2022.

June 28, 2019, was crucial for us because it was 
the official date when the Ministry of Culture and 
Sports of the Hellenic Republic first recognized the PAIA 
as a „foreign archaeological school”. Nevertheless, the 
efforts to establish the PAIA have a much longer history, 
in which two stages can be distinguished: „Polish” and 
„Greek”. The first efforts to establish a Polish archeo-
logical institute in Athens date back to the 1990s and 
were made by two institutions: the Institute of Archae-
ology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
(Prof. Krzysztof Nowicki) and the University of Warsaw 
(Prof. Kazimierz Lewartowski). In 1994, the Greek Gov-
ernment first consented to the establishment of the 
PAIA in Athens with Prof. Krzysztof Nowicki as Director. 
Unfortunately, this was not followed by actions such as 
securing the financial foundations of this institution or 
establishing a headquarters in Athens. As a result, the 
creation of such institute remained without further 
development for many years.

The idea was revisited at the beginning of this 
century. In the years 2008 - 2009, renewed efforts 
were made to establish PAIA based on the initiative of 
Prof. Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka from Jagiellonian Uni-
versity and Prof. Janusz Czebreszuk from Adam Mickie- 
wicz University in Poznań (AMU). Meetings began, first 
irregular and informal, then becoming periodic meet-
ings of a central group, permanent members of which 
included professors: Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka (Jag-
iellonian University), Krzysztof Nowicki (Institute of 
Archaeology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences), Kazimierz Lewartowski (University of War-
saw), Janusz Czebreszuk (AMU) and Daniel Makowiecki 
(Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń). It was then 
that the idea of establishing a consortium with the aim 
of creating a Polish Archaeological Institute at Athens 
was hatched. The Consortium was established on Feb-
ruary 27, 2012, and included the Institute of Archaeol-
ogy and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
(with Prof. Krzysztof Nowicki as the institutional coordi-
nator), the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences in Kra-

Introduction, or before the Institute was established
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kow, Jagiellonian University in Kraków, Adam Mickie- 
wicz University in Poznań, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński 
University in Warsaw, Nicolaus Copernicus University 
in Toruń and the University of Warsaw. 

The Consortium held talks regarding the estab-
lishment of an Institute in Athens with three Polish 
ministries, namely: the Ministry of Science and Higher 
Education, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Min-
istry of Culture and Art. While all three ministries fully 
understood the Consortium’s requests, these efforts 
brought no visible effects, apart from the growing 
knowledge of the legal complications associated with 
the creation of an institute. Subsequently, concepts of 
the organizational seat of the institute as, for exam-
ple, in a unit of the Polish Academy of Sciences (2014) 
or a building of the former consulate in Athens (2016) 
came and went. The very idea of a consortium as a 
useful tool towards establishing an institute was also 
questioned, because such a group did not have legal 
personality. 

In the first half of 2017, key consultations took 
place at the Ministry of Science and Higher Education. 
Deputy Minister, Prof. Łukasz Szumowski, pointed out 
that the only solution acceptable under Polish law 
was to create an institute as a unit within an exist-
ing scientific institution. Subsequently, this institution 
should sign an agreement with other interested par-
ties regarding the support and use of the institute’s 
resources. Such a scenario was accepted, although the 
question of the leading institution at which the PAIA 
would be established remained unanswered for sev-
eral months. First, the consortium proposed the PAIA 
be established within the Institute of Archaeology and 
Ethnology of the Polish Academy of Sciences; howev-
er, this entity refused, citing financial restrictions. The 
same situation occurred with Jagiellonian University. 
Only the Rector of AMU, Prof. Andrzej Lesicki, took this 
risk and agreed for the PAIA to be a University Center 
of the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, which 
was established by the Order of the Rector on Septem-
ber 27, 2018. 

From that moment, our efforts went to the sec-
ond stage: “Greek”. Its main element was the prepara-
tion of an application to the Greek State Authorities 
for recognition of PAIA as what is known in Greek law 



The opening ceremony of the Polish Archaeological Institute  
at Athens
Janusz Czebreszuk

On October 26, 2021, the headquarters of PAIA 
was officially opened, thus inaugurating its normal 
activities. Formally, the Institute is a unit of AMU. It is a 
University Center reporting directly to the Rector. Nev-
ertheless, PAIA is also recognized by the authorities of 
the Hellenic Republic as the official representative of 
all Polish archaeologists (referred to in Greek law as a 
„foreign school”). This was recognized by the Ministry 
of Culture and Sports on June 28, 2019.

Previously, on September 26, 2018, AMU and 

as “an archaeological foreign school in Athens”. For-
tunately, the „Greek” stage lasted only a few months: 
from October 2018 to June 2019. The fact that all of 
the necessary approvals for the operation of the Insti-
tute in Greece were so quickly obtained is the sole 
merit of the PAIA’s Greek friends and cooperators. 
PAIA would especially like to thank the Minister of 
Culture and Sports, Lina Mendoni, and her colleagues 
from the Ministry, as well as all the members of the 
Central Archaeological Council of the Ministry of Cul-
ture and Sports.

We have had tremendous support from the AMU 
Staff at every stage of our activities, for which we 
thank you.

On the road that led to the establishment of PAIA, 
its founders have met many kind people. The following 
list includes many of them, but the author is deeply 
aware that not all of them are listed. Therefore, the 
author would like to thank those listed below and 
even more those whom he has omitted due to his own 
handicap.

several other Polish academic institutions (Institute of 
Archaeology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences, Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Nicolaus 
Copernicus University in Toruń, University of Rzeszów 
and the University of Warsaw) signed an agreement on 
cooperation in research in Greece and co-organizing 
PAIA. The University of Wrocław joined this agreement 
in 2020. Procedures for including another entity, the 
University of Gdańsk, are currently underway. With 
their completion, PAIA will be managed by AMU and 
seven other scientific institutions from Poland.

Prof. Polyxeni Adam-Veleni, Ministry of Culture and  
Sports
Prof. Stelios Andreou
Ambassador Anna Barbarzak
Dr. Konstantina Benissi, Ministry of Culture and  
Sports
Director Anna Budzanowska
Director of the Institute Archaeology and  
Ethnology PAS Prof. Andrzej Buko 
Director of the Institute of History, AMU,  
Prof. Józef Dobosz
Director Juliusz Gałkowski
Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Jarosław Gowin
Deputy Minister Dr. Zdzisław Hensel
Dean of the Faculty of History, AMU,  
Prof. Kazimierz Ilski
Member of Parliament, Dr. Bartosz Józwiak
Rector of AMU, Prof. Bogumiła Kaniewska
Ambassador Michał Klinger
President of PAS, Prof. Michał Kleiber
Director of the Institute of Archaeology, AMU,  
Prof. Hanna Kóćka-Krenz

List of thanks (alphabetic with functions performed by individual persons during their active support for 
the idea of establishing PAIA)

Dr. Eleni Korka, Ministry of Culture and Sports 
Dr. Elena Kountouri, Ministry of Culture and  
Sports
Minister Adam Kwiatkowski
Rector AMU Prof. Andrzej Lesicki
Ambassador Artur Lompart
Director of the Institute Archaeology and  
Ethnology PAS Prof. Jerzy Maik 
Minister Lina Mendoni
Dean of the Faculty of Archaeology, AMU, 
Prof. Andrzej Michałowski
Vice-Rector AMU Prof. Ryszard Naskręcki
Dr. Eirene Poupaki, Ministry of Culture and  
Sports
Agnieszka Palacz MA, Quaestor of AMU
Deputy Minister Prof. Marek Ratajczak
Deputy Minister Prof. Sebastian Skuza
Deputy Minister Prof. Łukasz Szumowski
Deputy Minister Szymon Szynkowski vel Sęk
Dr. Marcin Wysocki, Chancellor of AMU



The ceremonial opening of the PAIA symbolically 
ended the stage of launching this institution, which 
consisted of many tasks. The first was the develop-
ment of a model of inter-institutional cooperation in 
Poland in the form of the above-mentioned agree-
ment. Subsequently, the procedure of obtaining spe-
cial legal status for PAIA in Greece was carried out (i.e., 
recognition of PAIA as a “foreign school”). This paved 
the way AMU to purchase real estate for the seat of 
the institute in Athens (an apartment at 7 Dionisiou 
Eginitou Street was chosen, see Fig. 1), which was then 
adapted to the needs of PAIA members (renovation 
works) and equipped with furniture and other equip-
ment. All these activities coincided with a very difficult 
stage of the pandemic, which radically complicated 
the implementation of these tasks which were them-
selves not easy by their very nature.

The grand opening took place in Athens in two 
locations: the PAIA headquarters and at the National 
Archaeological Museum in Athens. The co-organizers 
of the ceremony, in addition to AMU, were the Embas-
sy of the Republic of Poland in Athens and other mem-
bers of the above-mentioned agreement.

On October 26, 2021, a meeting took place in the 
morning at the PAIA headquarters, in a small group 
due not only to pandemic restrictions but also the 
limited size of the PAIA seat (Fig. 2). During the cere-
mony, an official cooperation agreement between the 

Fig. 1. Entrance to the building where PAIA is located on the ground 
floor. The window on the right belongs to the Institute. Before the 
opening ceremony, part of the front wall of the PAIA was cleaned 
of graffiti. It is now the only such fragment of wall on the entire 
street. In front of the entrance, from the left, Prof. Andrzej Pelisiak 
(University of Rzeszów), Beata Kukiel-Vraila, MA (AMU), Dr. Jakub 
Niebieszczański (AMU) and Cezary Bahyrycz MA (AMU). Photo by 
J. Czebreszuk.

Fig. 2. October 26, 2021. Morning celebrations at PAIA headquar-
ters. In the first row, from left to right: Prof. Georgia Kokkorou-
Alevra, Rector of AMU Prof. Bogumiła Kaniewska and Deputy Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Szymon Szynkowski vel Sęk. © Embassy of 
the Republic of Poland in Athens.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland 
and the University of Adam Mickiewicz in Poznań was 
signed by the then Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Szymon Szynkowski vel Sęk, and the AMU Rector, Prof. 
Bogumiła Kaniewska. Then, a cooperation agreement 
between the French School in Athens and AMU was 
signed by Director Prof. Veronique Chankowski and 
Rector Prof. Bogumiła Kaniewska. In both agreements, 
the implementing entity on behalf of AMU was PAIA. 
During the ceremony at the seat of the institute, Depu-
ty Minister Szymon Szynkowski vel Sęk decorated Prof. 
Georgia Kokkorou-Alevra, Professor of Archaeology at 
the University of Athens, with the Knight’s Cross of the 
Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland for outstand-
ing achievements in cooperation with Polish archae-
ologists.

Then, at noon, the venue of the ceremony moved 
to the premises of the National Archaeological Muse-
um in Athens. The main part of the ceremony took 
place in this extremely prestigious location – one of the 
most important archaeological museums in the world. 
Also here, the number of invited guests was drastically 
limited due to pandemic restrictions. The main speak-
ers were: Deputy Minister Szymon Szynkowski vel 
Sęk, Secretary General of the Ministry of Culture and 
Sports of the Republic of Greece Georgios Didaska-
lou, the Rector of AMU Prof. Bogumiła Kaniewska and 
the Director of PAIA Prof. Janusz Czebreszuk. Among 
those present were the Polish Ambassador to Greece, 
Artur Lompart; the Polish Ambassador to Cyprus, Irena 



Fig. 3. Celebrations at the National Archaeological Museum in Athens. Deputy Minister Szymon Szynkowski vel Sęk speaks. 
© Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Athens.

Fig. 4. Visiting the poster exhibition. From the left: Prof. Marzena 
Szmyt (AMU and Archaeological Museum of Poznań); Prof. Janusz 
Czebreszuk (AMU), Vice-Rector of the Nicolaus Copernicus Univer-
sity, Prof. Wojciech Wysota; Deputy Minister Szymon Szynkowski 
vel Sęk; Rector of AMU, Prof. Bogumiła Kaniewska; Prof. Ewdoksia 
Papuci-Władyka (Jagiellonian University); and Prof. Anna-Vasiliki 
Karapanagiotou (Director of the National Archaeological Museum 
in Athens). © Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Athens.

Lichnerowicz-Augustyn; former Rector of AMU, Prof. 
Andrzej Lesicki; Vice-Rector of AMU, Prof. Rafał Wit-
kowski; Vice-Rector of the Nicolaus Copernicus Uni-
versity in Toruń, Prof. Wojciech Wysota; Vice-Rector of 
the University of Rzeszów, Prof. Paweł Grata; Deputy 
Director of the PAIA, Prof. Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka; 
Chairman of the PAIA Academic Council, Prof. Kazi-
mierz Lewartowski; as well as Deans and Vice-Deans 
of the faculties of the universities that co-created the 
PAIA (including the Dean of the Faculty of Archaeology 
of AMU, Prof. Andrzej Michałowski), members of the 
Partners Council and the Academic Council of the PAIA 
and many friends of PAIA from Greece and other for-
eign schools/institutes in Athens (currently 19 coun-
tries have established scientific institutions in Athens).

After the official ceremony, the participants 
moved to the museum atrium where an exhibition 
entitled „Philhellenism and prehistoric and classical 
archaeology of Greece in Polish research” was pre-
pared consisting of 25 posters on folding frames (rool-
ups). The exhibition was the result of the collaborative 
efforts of researchers from academic institutions that 
organize PAIA (Fig. 4). Refreshments were also pre-
pared and available for the participants.

To allow as many guests as possible to visit the 
headquarters (within the confines of pandemic restric-
tions), it was opened to a larger audience in the after-
noon. The headquarters consists of one large room 
that will serve as a library (shelves are waiting for 
books!) as well as a place for organizing seminar meet-
ings (Fig. 2). In addition, there are 3 guest rooms that 
can accommodate up to 5 people at the same time. 

There is also a kitchen, toilet and bathroom. This infra-
structure will serve PAIA members and facilitate their 
research in the museums and libraries of Athens and 
throughout Greece.

Thanks to the establishment of the Institute, Pol-
ish archaeologists have gained the right to conduct 
independent field research projects in Greece, includ-
ing excavations. The PAIA also functions as a center 
promoting Polish science and culture in Greece. This 
purpose is served, among others, by the agreements 
signed between AMU and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and the French School in Athens on the open-
ing day of the Institute.



On May 19, 2022, the 1st Annual Meeting of PAIA 
took place. Such meetings are annual events organized 
by every foreign school in Athens that are dedicated to 
the presentation of all organizational and cultural activ-
ities and research achievements in the previous year. 
Because this was the first Annual Meeting for PAIA, the 
period from the founding of the institute to the end 
of 2021 was reported. Courtesy of the Ambassador of 
the Republic of Poland in Athens, Artur Lompart, the 
meeting took place at the Polish Embassy. The meeting 
was chaired by Prof. Kazimierz Lewartowski, Chairman 
of the PAIA Academic Council. 

At the beginning, the participants of the meeting 
were greeted by the host of the Embassy, Ambassa-
dor Artur Lompart (Fig. 1). Then, the Director of PAIA, 
Prof. Janusz Czebreszuk, presented a report on PAIA’s 
activities up to the end of 2021. These were mainly 
achievements related to the organization of the insti-
tute, including obtaining administrative approvals, 
and managing renovations and purchasing the nec-
essary equipment for the PAIA seat. Nevertheless, in 
the reported period, PAIA members also started statu-
tory activities, including obtaining the first license for 
a field research project in the form of non-invasive 
prospections in the Anthemous River Valley in Central 
Macedonia. 

The First Annual Meeting  
of the Polish Archaeological Institute at Athens  
(Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Athens, May 19, 2022)
Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka, Janusz Czebreszuk

The second part of the meeting was scientific in 
nature, during which three papers were presented. All 
were aimed at presenting the most important achieve-
ments of Polish researchers before PAIA was estab-
lished, because its existence is a key turning point in 
the history of Polish research in the Aegean zone and 
it is worth presenting a general summary of the end-
ing stage. The first paper was prepared by Prof. Ewdok-
sia Papuci-Władyka. It was entitled “Archaeology of 
Greece in Polish Research until 1989” and concerned 
the interests of Polish researchers (not only archae-
ologists) in the history of ancient Aegean from the 
Romantic period (i.e., beginning of the 19th century) 
to 1989 (i.e., until the end of the communist regime in 
Poland). Subsequently, Prof. Bartłomiej Lis presented 
a paper entitled “Polish research on the prehistory 
of the Aegean zone after 1989”. It concerned Polish 
research in the Aegean zone covering the period from 
the beginning of prehistory to the turn of the Bronze 
and Iron Ages (beginning of the 1st millennium BC). At 
the end of this section, Prof. Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka 
delivered a second paper, this time entitled “Polish 
classical research in the Aegean zone after 1989.” In 
it, she presented the rich results of Polish projects cov-
ering various regions. In the discussion that followed, 
there was a unanimous reflection that these presen-

tations highlight the impressive 
achievements Polish archae-
ologists to date and how these 
concern key substantive issues 
in Aegean archaeology. This dis-
cussion continued behind the 
scenes, during refreshments 
provided by the Embassy (Fig. 2).

The meeting was attended 
by Greek friends of PAIA and 
representatives of other foreign 
schools, including Konstantina 
Benissi, Director in the Ministry 
of Culture and Sports; Dr. Eirene 
Poupaki, Ministry of Culture 

Fig. 1. Speech by the Ambassador of the Republic of Poland in Greece, Mr. Artur Lompart.



Anthemous Valley Archaeological Project (AVAP).  
Settlement changes in the valley from the Neolithic  
to the beginning of the Iron Age
Janusz Czebreszuk, Jakub Niebieszczański, Maria Pappa, Stelios Andreou, Konstantinos Vouvalidis,  
Iwona Hildebrandt-Radke, George Syrides and Panagiotis Tsourlos

The Anthemus Valley Archaeological Project 
(AVAP) is the first field project of PAIA. Approval for 
its implementation was issued by the Greek Ministry 
of Culture and Sports in 2019, and the stage reported 
here was implemented in from 2020 to 2022. Nev-
ertheless, the activity of Polish archaeologists in this 
region dates back much longer. AVAP started in 2010 
as a cooperation between the Ephorate of Antiquities 
of the Thessaloniki Region (EATHR) and the Aristo-
tle University of Thessaloniki (AUTH) (Andreou et al. 
2016). Adam Mickiewicz University of Poznań (AMU) 
participated from the start as the scientific partner of 
AUTH on the basis of a bilateral agreement between 
the two universities. On behalf of these three partici-
pants, the project was directed by Dr. Maria Pappa, 
Prof. Stelios Andreou and Prof. Janusz Czebreszuk, 
respectively. From 2019, it has been a PAIA project led 
by Prof. J. Czebreszuk, but in close cooperation with 
EATHR (Dr. Maria Pappa) and AUTH (where, in addition 
to archaeology – Prof. Stelios Andreou – cooperation 
was also extended to geomorphology – Prof. Konstan-
tinos Vouvalidis).

The Anthemous Valley is located in the central 
part of Macedonia and covers an area of approximately 
400 km2. The river flows straight into the Gulf of Thes-
saloniki. The valley itself consists of two basins: the 
lower one, where the activities of the reported pro-
ject were concentrated, and the upper one (Galatis-
ta basin), as well as the transition and slope zones  

(Fig. 1). In the northern part of the valley, on the Dro-
palia stream – the largest tributary of the Antemous 
– the Amalara settlement complex was located.

The settlement processes that took place in the 
analyzed valley until the beginning of the Iron Age 
(first half of the 1st millennium BC) were influenced by 
two main groups of factors: natural, especially chang-
es in sea level, fluvial processes, tectonic movements 
and the activity of local inhabitants, of which the main 
effect was the transformation of the landscape result-
ing in particular in increased aggradation of the val-
ley bottom. Various forms of settlement are observed 
throughout the period studied. Almost exclusively, set-
tlements are known; there are no cemeteries, apart 
from one case of an Early Bronze Age burial ground at 
the Vasilika Agia Paraskevi site (EATHR rescue research 
led by Dr. M. Pappa). A special form of sediments 
characterizes the Bronze Age, where the tell site-type 
(toumbas) predominates. In addition, three types of 
Neolithic sites are recorded in the valley: tell sites with 
a very large area, those with point-like tell formations, 
and flat sites with shallow accumulations.

The cores and 14C dating obtained as a result of 
the project from the settlement in Vasilika Kyparissi 
show that the Anthemousa Valley was inhabited by 
the Early Neolithic (KYP1_388 Poz-158079 7740±60 
BP, KYP2_480 Poz-159338 7460±50 BP, KYP2_532 Poz-
158638 7230 BP). The dates come from two cores 
(KYP1 and KYP2) from the lowest cultural levels in 

Fig. 2. Refreshments full of informal contacts.

and Sports; Prof. Veronique Chankowski, Direc-
tor of the French School in Athens; Prof. Georgia 
Kokkorou-Alevras, Professor Emerita of Classical 
Archaeology of the National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens; and Dr. Frederick Whitling, 
Assistant Director of the Swedish Institute at  
Athens.

PAIA would like to thank Ambassador Artur 
Lompart and our friends from the Embassy for all 
of their support, especially for the opportunity to 
organize our first Annual Meeting in the prestig-
ious premises of the Polish Embassy in Athens.



the settlement, which proves that the settlement was 
founded in the second half of the 7th millennium BC. 
Such dating is also confirmed by small fragments of 
pottery obtained from both cores at the sampling lev-
els. In the Early Neolithic, this settlement was probably 
the only settled point in the valley.

By the Middle Neolithic, a multi-point settlement 
network was established. In addition to the settlement 
in Vasilika Kyparissi, evidence confirming this stage of 
prehistory was also obtained from Nea Raedestos, 
which dates to the middle of the 6th millennium BC. 
Such dating is also confirmed by ceramic materials 
collected from both sites. In addition, unequivocally 
Middle Neolithic pottery was recorded in the Neolithic 
settlement at Galatista (upper basin) and Thermi (val-
ley slope zone). In the Late Neolithic (last half of the 6th 
and the first half of the 5th millennia BC) the settlement 
network continued unchanged. 

Neolithic settlements took various forms. The 
settlement in Vasilika Kyparissi stands out in the Aege-
an zone; it has a large area (18 ha) and cultural layers 
reaching 6-7 m in depth, corresponding to tell stand-
ards. The settlement in Nea Raedestos (Niebieszczański 
et al. 2019) also probably had a classical tell character 
(deep cultural stratification on a small area). On the 
other hand, the remaining settlements did not create 
their own geomorphological form that would stand 
out in the landscape. Moreover, they were situated 
close to flowing water sources, on the slopes of ter-
races located directly above the floodplain, where the 
economic activity of the inhabitants was concentrated.

Data from the vicinity of the Gona site indicate 
that the beginning of alluvial processes in the valley 
dates to the Early Bronze Age, around 3000-2500 BC 
(Niebieszczański et al. 2023). In Nea Raedestos, this 
process began at a similar time and is seen in the 
RDST1 section III level that dates to the Early Bronze 

Fig. 1. Anthemous Valley in Northern Greece (Central 
Macedonia). Distribution of archaeological sites and 
main morphoforming elements: the extent of the delta 
and alluvial zones of the lower basin and the course of 
the active Anthemous fault. Explanation of site abbre-
viations: 01GN - Galatista Agia Paraskevi, 02GB - Galatis-
ta Agia Paraskevi Toumba, 03GKT - Galatista Karakoli, 
04GP - Galatista Panikova Toumba, 05GAT - Galatista 
Agia Tetradi Toumba, 06AK - Agios Kyrikos Toumba, 
07GK - Galarinos Kasteli, 08VM - Vasilika Metamorfosi 
Toumba, 09VAP - Vasilika Agia Paraskevi Toumba, 10VK 
- Vasilika Kyparissi, 11VL - Loutra Thermis, 12PA - Peris-
tera Amalara Toumba, 13NR - Nea Raedestos Toumba, 
14THT - Thermi Toumba, 15THN - Thermi Neolithic, 
16G - Gona Toumba, 17LV - Vasilika, 18PAT - Peristera 
Amalara Trapeza, 19PAT - Peristera Amalara Table, 20GA 
- Galatista Trapeza, 21GK - Galatista Kasteli, 22L - Leivadi 
Toumba, 23THA - Thermi Trapeza, 24TA - Agia Parask-
evi Toumba Aggelaki, 25S - Sourotim and 26L - Lakkia 
Trapeza.

Age (Niebieszczański et al. 2019a). These data correct-
ly reflect the process by which the lower (coastal) part 
of the lower basin of the Anthemous Valley was slowly 
filled with alluvia.

In this context, there is no doubt that the long-
term Neolithic settlement did not leave any stable 
traces in the landscape, especially in the morphology 
of the valley. In their activity, the oldest farmers used 
pre-Holocene soils or soils located in the floodplain of 
the valley (at its bottom). Moreover, most of the Early 
Bronze Age (second half of the 3rd and early 2nd mil-
lennium BC) toumbas (in the lower Anthemous Basin 
these were: Gona, Nea Raedestos, Loutra Thermis, 
Vasilika Kyparissi, Vasilika Agia Paraskevi and Vasilika 
Metamorfosi) also formed in the landscape without 
fertile alluvial covers. Alluvia were recorded only at 
Gona and Nea Raedestos (Niebieszczański et al. 2019a; 
2019b; 2023). These covers thus ended between Nea 
Raedestos and Loutra Thermis.

The data at our disposal indicate that this situ-
ation continued throughout the successive stages 
of prehistory: the Late Bronze Age, Early Iron Age, 
Archaic, Classical, Hellenistic and Roman periods. It is 
not until about the year AD 1000 (i.e., in the Byzantine 
period), that the range of alluvia extends, after which 
it significantly covers the bottom of the entire lower 
part of the Anthemousa Valley. This is indicated by 
the data obtained from the cores around the tomb of 
Loutra Thermis, Vassilika Agia Paraskevi and Vassilika 
Metamorfosi.

Compared to the Neolithic stages, the settlement 
network of the Early Bronze Age was clearly denser 
because, in addition to the six sites mentioned above, 
there was also a tomb at Peristera Amalara (by the 
Dropalia stream), Galatista Agia Tetradi and Galatista 
Agia Paraskevi (both in the upper basin). In the Late 
Bronze Age (generally during the 2nd millennium BC), 
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the settlement network also consisted of nine, but not 
quite the same, toumbas, namely: Gona, Thermi, Nea 
Raedestos, Loutra Thermis, Peristera Amalara, Agios 
Kirikos, Galatista Panikova, Galatista Agia Tetradi and 
Galatista Agia Paraskevi. They also had a different 
arrangement in the landscape. A clearly smaller num-
ber of settlements is observed in the lower basin dur-
ing the Late Bronze Age (only three compared to six in 
the Early Bronze Age). Although the Early Iron Age is 
the shortest of the studied stages (i.e., the first three 
centuries first millennium BC), it is represented by 10 
sites, namely: Gona, Thermi Trapeza, Thermi Toumba, 
Nea Raedestos, Lutra Thermis, Vasilika Agia Paraskevi, 
Peristera Amalara Plateau, Peristera Amalara Trapeza, 
Galatista Panikova and Galatista Kasteli. This proves 
unequivocally that of the entire period under study, 
Early Iron Age settlement in the Anthemous Valley was 
the most intensive.

A very important factor shaping the settlement 
of the valley, especially in the long term, was tectonic 
activity. The authors have adopted two premises when 
reasoning on this question. The first: modern tectonic 
processes in this area were in progress by the 7th mil-
lennium BC (i.e., the beginning of permanent settle-
ment in the valley). Second: the settlement of Vasilika 
Kyparissi was founded at the mouth of the Dropalia 
stream into the Anthemous River. The Anthemous is 
currently about 800 m to the south of the site. This 
observation reveals the southward migration of the 
riverbed following the direction of the Anthemous 
Fault. This means that over the last 8.1 thousand years, 
the riverbed has moved about 800 m to the south.

Our research shows that the settlement at Vasi-
lika Kyparissi lasted continuously until the Early Bronze 
Age (ca. 2500 BC), when the process of forming a 
toumba-type settlement that had begun at the site 
was interrupted and the inhabitants moved to anoth-
er place, probably Vasilik Agia Paraskevi’s toumba.  
The reason may have been the fact that at that time 
(in the middle of the 3rd millennium BC) the bed of the 
Anthemous River was directly adjacent to this toumba 
(now it is about 200 m away). Thus, the speed of the 
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southward migration of the river can be determined. 
Between 6100 and 2500 BC (3600 years), the Anthe-
mous moved about 600 m due to tectonic activity. 
Therefore, on average, the river would migrate about 
17 m over every 100 years in this place. From 2500 
BC until today (about 4500 years), the river migrated 
only 200 m, which means that the average movement 
over 100 years was slightly more than 4 m. These cal-
culations show tectonic processes were clearly more 
dynamic in the earlier stages of the Holocene than in 
its more recent stage.

As a result of this project, it was also possible to 
determine the impact of the Holocene marine trans-
gression on settlement in an example from the Gona 
site (Doani et al. 2021), located in the estuary zone of 
the river. The obtained cores and the dating of indi-
vidual stratigraphic levels indicated the interruption 
of the settlement process as a result of the intrusion 
of the sea towards the land in the Early Bronze Age. 
Then, the processes of delta progradation re-stabi-
lized the shoreline, allowing the return to settlement 
in the area. The time of maximum transgression and 
the beginning of increased deltaic activity of the rivers 
coincide with the research results on the Thessaloniki 
Plain on the other side of the Thessaloniki Gulf.

This project resulted in a comprehensive and 
detailed reconstruction of prehistoric settlement in 
the Anthemus Valley over a long period of time from 
the beginning of the Neolithic to the Early Iron Age. It 
was also possible to show the influence of various nat-
ural (sea level changes, tectonic activity) and cultural 
factors on changes in these processes. The authors 
are now at the stage of preparing further publications 
because the data acquired during this project continue 
to offer great cognitive potential.

The geoarchaeological project of the Anthemous 
Valley was financed by the National Science Centre, 
Poland in grant, no: 2016/21/B/HS3/00923, entitled: 
“Buried archaeology” - Prehistoric settlement land-
scapes (Neolithic - Bronze Age - Early Iron Age) in the 
alluvial zones of the Aegean. Case study of the Anthe-
mous Valley in Northern Greece.



Introduction

The five-year (2022-2026) archaeological project 
at the site of Mycenaean Pefkakia is a collaboration 
between the PAIA and the Ephorate of Antiquities of 
Magnesia, co-directed by Anthi Batziou (Ephorate of 
Antiquities of Magnesia) and Bartłomiej Lis (Polish 
Academy of Sciences), with the assistance of Dimitris 
Agnousiotis (Ephorate of Antiquities of Magnesia). 
Fieldwork at the site in 2022 focused on non-invasive 
investigations prior to the four excavation seasons 
planned from 2023 to 2026. The work was divided into 
two parts: geophysical survey and geoarchaeological 
coring. 

Between July 4 and July 23, 2022, geophysical 
survey was conducted by a team from the Institute of 
Archaeology and Ethnology covering an area of ca. 6 
hectares (ha). The survey was carried out by Tomasz 
Herbich and Robert Ryndziewicz, who were assisted 
by Zbigniew Narkiewicz and four students from AMU 
(Patrycja Białkowska, Mikołaj Kasprzak, Piotr Zeman 
and Oliwia Walczak). 

Report on 2022 season of the fieldwork project  
at the site of Mycenaean Pefkakia
Bartłomiej Lis, Anthi Batziou, Jakub Niebieszczański, Tomasz Herbich, Robert Ryndziewicz

Following the geophysical survey, and upon con-
sideration of its preliminary results, 20 geoarchaeo-
logical cores were obtained by a team from AMU, led 
by Jakub Niebieszczański, assisted by Cezary Bahyrycz, 
Piotr Majorek and Sebastian Teska. The drillings were 
conducted between September 15 and 27, 2022. 

The main area under investigation is located 
south of a modern road running approximately E-W, 
with the site of Magoula located to the N (Fig. 1). The 
southern edge of this area is defined by a sharp rise of 
the terrain in the SE part, and the site of the sanctuary 
of the Mother of the Gods to the SW, where excava-
tions carried out by A. Batziou revealed a Hellenistic 
cult area with Mycenaean levels below (Batziou forth-
coming). Within this broad area measuring ca. 10 ha 
in size, to the NE there is also a site of recent system-
atic excavations that revealed extensive Mycenaean 
remains (Batziou, Efstathiou 2015) under a thick layer 
of Hellenistic accumulation that was, however, associ-
ated with little architecture. Over the last 5 years, this 

Fig. 1. Plan of the area under investigation, with marked areas surveyed by geophysical survey (yellow poly-
gons), locations of vibra-cores (red dots), and main areas excavated to date (red rectangles).



1 A Mala GX system equipped with a 450 MHz HDR shielded anten-
na was in use to obtain optimum compromise between depth of 
prospection and resolution. The measurements were carried out 
along parallel profiles 0.5 m apart with a 0.025 m sampling density 
0.025 m. Recorded data were processed using Wave 1.8 by Gpr.
Software and transformed into time-slices to visualize a horizontal 
distribution of the summarised electromagnetic reflectivity at par-
ticular depth levels.

area was under a joint excavation by the Ephorate of 
Antiquities of Magnesia and the University of Thessaly. 
In addition, a small area close to the store rooms and 
laboratory of the Ephorate (No. 8 on Fig. 1) was also 
investigated in the current study. 

Geophysical survey

The major challenge of investigating the Late 
Bronze Age (Mycenaean) remains is the substantial 
human activity in Hellenistic and later periods. Hellen-
istic habitation is related to the establishment of Dem-
etrias, the capital of the Macedonian king, Demetrius 
I Poliorcetes, in that area in 293 BC. The center of the 
city with the palace of Demetrius is located at a short 
distance to the SW from the area under investigation. 
Previous geophysical work has been conducted in the 
core area close to the palace in Demetrias (Donati et 
al. 2017, fig. 9), and revealed a very clear layout of part 
of the Hellenistic city.

Under these circumstances, the two main aims of 
the current geophysical survey were to a) characterize 
the layout and density of architectural remains of the 
Hellenistic city that were expected close to the mod-
ern surface, and b) map the remains located beneath 
the Hellenistic layers, which according to the informa-
tion deriving from excavations, should be located start-
ing at a depth of 1 to 1.5 m.

To that end, the preferred method was Ground 
Penetrating Radar (GPR)1 due to its depth of penetra-
tion and the ability to distinguish the depths of meas-
ured anomalies. Investigations with GPR revealed 
a clear layout of Hellenistic Demetrias, with a regu-
lar street network defining rectangular insulae with 
dimensions of ca. 50 x 107 m. Outlines of four streets 
running N-S are marked by their side walls and two 
streets with perpendicular E-W orientation are clearly 
visible on a time-slice representing a depth of ca. 65 
cm (Fig. 2). In many places, outlines of the side walls 
can be identified at deeper levels, attesting to walls 
of substantial depth. Many of the insulae show dense 
concentrations of residential and probably also other 
structures. In terms of the density of architectural 

remains within the insulae, areas located in the N part 
of the investigated area (i.e., directly S of the modern 
road) show very few walls that follow the regular plan 
of a Hellenistic city. These are the lowest-lying areas of 
the site and, at least in the SE part, are located close 
to the Hellenistic city wall that encircles the entire city 
of Demetrias. This part of the wall was revealed dur-
ing small rescue excavations conducted in 1987 by A. 
Batziou, and the NE edge of the area was identified 
in this study with GPR. Some blocks that most likely 
belong to this wall are still visible on the surface.

Apart from structures that can be associated with 
Hellenistic activity, several structures represented by 
anomalies in the GPR survey are located close to the 
current ground level and display a different orienta-
tion. Moreover, a structure comprised of several rec-
tangular rooms in the S-most part of Area 2 is clearly 
lain out above one of the streets of Hellenistic Dem-
etrias. Such structures are clearly post-Hellenistic in 
date and perhaps relate to the Roman phase of activity 
at the site, attested at a number of nearby excavations 
including those at the site of the Tavern.

Earlier pre-Hellenistic structures at the site were 
revealed by GPR only to a limited extent, showing 
that the method has limited penetration in local soil 
conditions at Pefkakia. Single linear anomalies are 
most frequent, and rarely comprise clearer structures 
that can be identified as buildings. One of the excep-
tions is a narrow rectangular structure, possibly with 
internal divisions, detected at a depth exceeding 2 m 
in the S part of Area 5 (Fig. 1), beneath the possible 
post-Hellenistic structure mentioned above. Interest-
ing circular anomalies that extend to a considerable 
depth of ca. 2 m were revealed in the N part of Area 
1, where there was little or no evidence for Hellenistic 
structures in the upper levels apart from the walls that 
defined the insula. 

Two additional methods - magnetometry2 and 
electrical resistivity3 – were applied in a complemen-
tary fashion and with different research questions in 
mind.

Magnetic survey revealed the same regular street 
2 A FM256 gradiometer by Geoscan Research was used at the site. 
Magnetic measurements were carried out with a resolution of 
0.1nT. Sampling density was 8 measurements per m2 (0.5 x 0.25m) 
The data was processed in Geoplot 4.0 software.
3 The twin-probe array was used for resistivity measurements, with 
traversing probes set 2 m apart. The survey recorded changes of 
apparent resistivity to a depth of approximately 3 m.



Fig. 2. Results of geophysical prospection with GPR. Time-slice at 
a depth of 65 cm from areas 5 and 2 showing a single insula with 
four streets.

grid in much of the covered area, however with little 
evidence for structures within the insulae. Important-
ly, at least two circular anomalies could be identified 
as possible kilns, due to their distinct characteristics. 

Electrical resistivity survey conducted in the N 
part of Area 2 (Fig. 1) revealed a zone of higher resis-
tivity that could correspond to a bedrock outcrop with 
its top located close to the surface, surrounded by 
deposits of distinctly low resistivity. 

Geoarchaeological coring

Geoarchaeological coring at the site of Mycenae-
an Pefkakia was conducted to a) verify the stratigraphy 
of the site following the results of the geophysical sur-
vey, and b) obtain data for palaeogeographical recon-
struction of the landscape during the Late Bronze Age. 

Most of the cores from the investigated area 
were obtained using conventional augering equip-
ment operated by hand. These were mostly related to 
the site area, where compacted and artifact-rich sedi-
ments were encountered. The vibra-coring method 

was used when the occurrence of soft sediments of 
marine or marshy environments was anticipated. In 
total, 20 locations in Pefkakia were drilled, comprising 
of 5 vibracores (PEF_01-04 and PEF_07, marked with 
red dots on Fig. 1) and 15 conventional ones. 

The stratigraphical coring of the site was guided 
by the position of anomalies identified via magnetom-
etry and electrical resistivity that suggested the pres-
ence of pre-Hellenistic features. In all the cores, the 
topmost layer contained Hellenistic artifacts, mostly 
tiles and pottery fragments with numerous charcoal 
fragments throughout the sampled material. At some 
locations (i.e., PEF_08, PEF_12, PEF_15 and PEF_20), 
cultural layers belonging to the Late Bronze and per-
haps the Middle Bronze Ages were registered based 
on associated small pieces of pottery beneath the Hel-
lenistic deposits. The depth at which such layers were 
recorded varied from ca. 1.0 to 2.0 m. The last strati-
graphical unit at each coring location was marked by 
bedrock consisting either of greenish chloritic schists 
or whitish weathered marbles. 

To reconstruct the past local landscape, and in 
particular to verify earlier research on the marine 
transgression (Kambouroglou 1994) in the area and 
to obtain higher resolution of its maximal reach, five 
cores were obtained using the vibracoring meth-
od along a W-E transect (PEF_01; PEF_02; PEF_03; 
PEF_04 and PEF_07, Fig. 1). The first stratigraphical 
observations of the five vibracore profiles as well as 
two hand-drilled ones (PEF_08 and PEF_20) suggest 
that the sea penetrated much further inland both with 
respect to the current situation and as reconstructed 
by Kambouroglou (1994, Figs. 10-11). Moreover, based 
on cores from locations PEF_07, 08 and 20, it is very 
likely that at some point, a narrow stretch of sea water 
separated Magoula from the mainland. This episode is 
reflected by the presence of bluish-grey muds abun-
dant in mollusks shells. Within the sediments, numer-
ous charcoal fragments and pottery sherds, including 
examples dating to the Late Bronze Age, indicate that 
the transgression was accompanied by human activ-
ity. A marshy environment must have followed, which 
corresponds with the data of earlier geomorphological 
investigations. Preliminary interpretation based on the 
morphological and topographical observations sug-
gests that the sea recessed from this area due to tec-
tonic uplift, as there are no water courses that might 
have silted up the shallow intrusion of the sea. Above 
the marine and marshy units, a layer most likely dat-
ing to the Hellenistic period was encountered that was 
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Complementary studies of Neolithic pottery collected  
in the Mirabello region (East Crete) by the Vrokastro Survey  
(directed by B. Hayden and J. Moody), the Kavousi Survey 
(directed by D.C. Haggis) and the Gournia Survey  
(directed by L.V. Watrous) 
Krzysztof Nowicki

This work is related to the author’s previous 
research on the Neolithic period in the Mirabello 
region (Nowicki 2008) and the broader geographical 
context of the South Aegean (Nowicki 2014). The main 
aim of the present study is to re-evaluate the chrono-
logical sequence of Neolithic pottery collected by ear-
lier surveys from the area south of the Bay of Mira-
bello that are often collectively attributed to the Final 
Neolithic (Hayden 2004; 2005; Haggis 2005; Watrous 
et al. 2012) (Fig. 1). This year, only two groups were 
preliminary studied (the Kavousi and Gournia surveys).

The chronology of the Neolithic period of Crete 
has been under continuous construction and recon-
struction for at least two decades. The old system, with 
a vaguely characterized “Final” phase for the Neolithic 
period, as described most comprehensively by Vag-
netti and Belli (1978), was updated and substantially 
enriched by the present author who added numerous 
new Neolithic sites to the gazetteer almost twenty 
years ago (Nowicki 2002). According to the new sys-
tem proposed at that time – which followed Vagnetti’s 
and Belli’s general characteristic of the period – the 

abundant in pottery fragments and tiles, thus mark-
ing the terrestrial character of the environment at that 
time. 

Further analyses of the obtained cores include 

absolute dating using radiocarbon (14C) analysis to date 
the chronological extent of the marine transgression.

Final Neolithic started in the early fourth millennium 
BC and consisted of two very different phases (I and 
II). The first one (FN I) shows a strong continuation of 
the earlier Neolithic pottery tradition, but at the same 
time a dramatic change in settlement pattern, with 
the relocation of habitation sites to defensible places 
away from the coast. In contrast, the second phase 
(FN II) is marked by the introduction of very different 
pottery (with some links to regions east of Crete) and 
an unprecedented settlement pattern characterized 
by many sites founded initially along the coast and 
on defensible ridges, but with continuous expansion 
across the island. New elements of material culture, as 
well as settlement organization introduced in the FN II 
phase in Crete, indicate a level of social and economic 
organization more advanced than in earlier periods. 
Recently, new evidence was also presented to clarify 
the transition between the Late and Final Neolithic I 
periods (Nowicki 2022). The above proposed chronol-
ogy took into account not only elements of material 
culture, but also historical circumstances reconstruct-
ed from the analysis of settlement positions in the 
landscape. 
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Fig. 1. Map of the Mirabello‒Ierapetra region with the areas cov-
ered by the Vrokastro (V), Gournia (G) and Kavousi (K) Surveys. 
Neolithic sites: (1) Vasiliki Kefali, (2) Vasiliki Kefala, (3) Chalepa, 
(4) Gournia Sfoungaras, (5) Afroditi’s Kefali, (6) Kavousi Village, (7) 
Azoria, (8) Katalimata, (9) Gournia Survey Site 98, (10) Pano Chorio, 
(11) Profitis Elias North Spur, (12) Vainia Stavromenos, (13) Gour-
nia Survey Site 3.

A somewhat different chronological system was 
proposed by Tomkins (2007; 2008) who reanalyzed the 
pottery from the Neolithic strata at Knossos. Tomkins 
saw the Final Neolithic as a much longer period that 
began in the mid-fifth millennium and was divided 
into four phases (FN I‒IV). Unfortunately, the number 
of pottery fragments illustrated for each phase was 
very limited and this has led to some confusion (Tom-
kins 2007). Additionally, Tomkins has been continu-
ously changing his chronology and dating of individual 

Fig. 2. Pottery from Gournia Survey Site 3 (a) and Katalimata (b).

phases, and the most updated system (Tomkins 2018) 
is very different from that which he proposed in 2007.

The Neolithic pottery from the three surveys in 
the Mirabello region assessed in this study (stored 
in the INSTAP Study Center for East Crete in Pacheia 
Ammos) was collected and analyzed before the afore-
mentioned chronological systems were proposed and 
so the dating and interpretation of this material were 
conducted according to the general and simplified 
understanding of the Final Neolithic as the ‘universal’ 
term for everything pre-EM I of that time. As a result, 
all or almost all Neolithic sites in the region were clas-
sified within the FN, though it was obvious that the 
pottery illustrated for these sites dated over a longer 
period, at least from the Late Neolithic (or even ear-
lier) to the end of the Final Neolithic. Preliminary stud-
ies undertaken by the author in 2022 confirmed this 
observation. For example, most of the pottery from 
Site 3 in the Gournia Survey must be dated to the LN 
rather than FN period, or at the latest to the transition 
between these periods. A number of sherds exhibit 
fabrics and surface treatments known from examples 
recovered from the excavated part of Monastiraki-
Katalimata (Fig. 2 and 3) and those collected from the 
surface of the unexcavated site at Gournia Sfoungaras.
Similarly, a large part of the Neolithic deposit from Site 
98 must be dated to pre-FN phases, although it seems 
to be mixed with FN pottery as well. The mixed char-
acter of the Neolithic deposit, with LN and FN pottery 
can also now be recognized at Site 24 of the Kavousi 
Survey, whereas pottery from Site 6 at Agios Adonios 
indicates pre-FN activity in addition to later episodes.

This work will continue in 2023, with a focus on 
the material from the Vrokastro survey, where the 
chronology of Neolithic sites seems to be even more 
complicated by their frequent reoccupation in later 
periods. 

a b



Fig. 3. Potsherd from Gournia Survey 
Site 3 (a) and Katalimata (b).
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Supplementary topographic studies of the area  
in the immediate vicinity of two sites near Mesa Lasithi  
(Lasithi District, East Crete): Agioi Apostoloi and Vigla
Krzysztof Nowicki

ment of Costis Davaras (Ephor of Antiquities for the 
Lasithi District at the time) (Nowicki 1996, 39‒42).  
A brief examination of the pottery exposed on the sur-
face provided more reliable dating and characters of 
both sites compared to those given by earlier scholars. 
The project initiated in 2022, and scheduled for 2023-
24 (supported by Polish National Science Centre grant 
-NCN- 2020/39/B/HS3/00820), extends the previous 
research by covering a peripheral radius of up to 400 
m surrounding the above-mentioned sites (Fig. 2).

Such topographic work, which has frequently 
been carried by the author around other archaeologi-
cal sites, constitutes an essential element of broader 
studies aiming to reconstruct settlement patterns and 
changes from the Neolithic through the Early Iron Age 

This project addresses the topography of two of 
archaeological sites in the Lasithi Mountains (central 
Crete), located a short distance from the northeastern 
edge of the Lasithi Plateau, about 2 km east of the small 
village of Mesa Lasithi and 5 km east of Tzermiado, the 
capital of the region (Fig. 1:AA). Despite the immense 
importance of Vigla and Agioi Apostoli for the under-
standing of settlement history in Bronze Age Crete, 
these sites have never been properly researched by 
other scholars. They were only mentioned and briefly 
described by J. Pendlebury and M.B. Money-Coutts in 
the 1930s (Pendlebury 1939, 384) and L.V. Watrous in 
the 1980s (Watrous 1982, 47). Detailed topographic 
studies at the sites themselves were carried out by the 
author between 1990 and 1993 with the encourage-



Fig. 1. Map of Central Crete with the Lasithi Mountains and the 
group of sites around Agioi Apostoloi (AA).

(as illustrated for example in Nowicki 2010; 2022). It 
also represents a continuation of the author’s long-
lasting interest in the settlement history in the Lasithi 
Mountains, a subject which he has presented in a 
number of articles in the past (Nowicki 1987; 1995; 
1996; 1999).

The main aim of this project is to add essential 
topographic features visible in the peripheral areas of 
the aforementioned sites to the existing map (1:5000) 
and the site plans (1:1000). Such features include rock 
outcrops, rock shelters, ravines, springs and other nat-
ural formations, but also man-made structures such 
as wells, cisterns, enclosures, and other stone-built 
constructions other than modern terrace walls. The 
above-mentioned natural elements may have influ-
enced the location of auxiliary sites, communication 
routes, watch-points, possible ritual/cult places and, 
in general, likely had major impacts on the origins, 
economy and fate of two major local sites – Vigla and 
Agioi Apostoloi – in the upland zone of Lasithi, ca. 200 
m above the plateau. On the other hand, the identifi-
cation of prehistoric human-made constructions may 
help us to reconstruct the development of these sites 
during the Middle and Late Bronze Ages. The proposed 
topographic work will cover an area ca 1000 x 800 m 
around and between the sites of Vigla and Agioi Apos-
toloi (Fig. 2).

The main site within the researched area is situ-
ated immediately north of the chapel of Agioi Apos-
toloi (Fig. 3). The latter was built in the early nine-
teenth century near the old track that led via Samia, 
Aloida and Agios Ioannis towards Tapes and Lakkonia. 
The track itself may have followed the same route 

that connected the Lasithi Plateau with the Mirabello 
region during prehistoric periods. It was probably not 
coincidental that an extensive Minoan settlement was 
situated here. The land around Agioi Apostoloi is char-
acterized by wide terraces that were once cultivated 
but are now abandoned and partly covered with trees 
and bushes. Farther to the south rise the slopes of 
the highest mountain in this part of Lasithi – Katha-
ro Tsivi – whereas a rocky land extends to the north 
with numerous outcrops and small valleys (lakkoi) that 
descend into the deep Potamies Valley. The land here 
is mostly covered with prickly oak trees. To the east is a 
rolling landscape, stretching along the lower slopes of 
Katharo Tsivi and above the Potamoi Valley. The land-
scape west of Agioi Apostoloi is characterized by the 
gentle hills of the eastern outskirts of the Lasithi Pla-
teau, where Vigla Hill is the most dominant landmark 
between the plateau and the rolling country around 
the church.

The dating of the sites and the interpretation of 
the local settlement pattern and regional history here 
is based solely on surface material. None of the sites 
described below have ever been excavated, nor has 
any systematic survey yet been undertaken. The area 
seems to lie outside the survey carried out by Vance 
Watrous over 40 years ago (Watrous 1982). Compara-
tive material for the dating of the sites comes from 
neighboring regions. The closest are excavated sites 
on the Lasithi Plateau, including Tzermiado Kastello, 
Trapeza, Agios Haralambos and Psychro Cave (Pend-
lebury et al. 1937‒39; Langford-Verstegen 2015). The 
mountainous LM IIIC settlement of Karfi is also useful 
in this respect, especially after a rich MM II deposit 
was discovered in 2008 (Wallace 2020). The author’s 
preliminary studies of the surface pottery from Agioi 
Apostoloi and Vigla took place (in the early 1990s) in 
situ, without moving the materials from within the 
borders of the sites. Unfortunately, however, the sites 
have been frequently visited by the local inhabitants of 
Mesa Lasithi and it is obvious that the largest and most 
characteristic potsherds have been relocated, as sug-
gested by several concentrations of pottery fragments. 
Nevertheless, detailed studies of the distribution of 
pottery sherds allowed the approximate date range 
and a possible expansion and/or recession of the main 
settlement through the period of its existence to be 
proposed.

The settlement cluster of Agioi Apostoloi extends 
over an area ca. 180 by 150 m and flourished during 
the MM II and LM I periods. Numerous architectural 



Fig. 2. Location of Vigla (1) and Agioi Apostoloi (2).

remains indicate the approximate borders of the set-
tlement and character of its built structures. The origin 
of this settlement can be traced either to the late phase 
of the MM I or the early phase of MM II periods. So 
far there is no evidence that might indicate any activ-
ity at the site and in the surrounding area during the 
EM period. Settlement continued at the site through 
the LM I period and there was a limited occupation 
during the LM III A-B periods. A large number of Late 
Roman/Early Byzantine pottery visible on the surface 
in the eastern part of the site indicates an occupation 
episode between approximately the early fifth and the 
end of the sixth centuries AD. 

The history and function of the much smaller 
hilltop site on Vigla (ca. 700 m west of Agioi Aposto-
loi) is somewhat different. The origin of the site prob-
ably dates to the MM I period, but it was occupied 
through the MM II‒III periods as well. Less certain 
is its LM I history. Numerous fragments of large bull 
figurines may suggest a ritual function, but the site’s 
topographic characteristics also support a defensive 
purpose or at least its function as a watchtower. The 
history of the Agioi Apostoloi cluster, therefore, lasted 
less than a millennium, probably between 2000/1900 
and 1250/1200 BC.

These two sites must have been associated with 
“auxiliary” sites that may shed more light on the settle-
ment history of the area briefly presented above. From 
a topographical point of view, the most promising is 
the rocky ridge south of Agioi Apostoloi that overlooks 
the area around both sites (Fig. 2:7). Its location is ide-
ally elevated for the installation of a watchtower or a 
cult place. Immediately below is a small spring (flega) 
that may have been much richer in water during the 
periods when the settlement at Agioi Apostoloi was 
inhabited. Several stone-built structures identified 
along the northern and northeastern foothill of the 
ridge (Fig. 2:9) seem to have been related to Minoan 
activity rather than to later episodes. Some prelimi-
nary work in this area was done in 2022. To date, an 
important stone construction of MM II (and LM I?) 
date was identified and recorded on the summit of the 
ridge and several stone structures were identified in 
its northeast foothill. New elements of the fortification 
wall (that was first identified during studies in the early 
1990s) were also recorded along the southern side of 
Agioi Apostoloi and preliminarily marked on the map. 
Work on these structures will continue during the 
2023-24 seasons.

Fig. 3. Settlement of Agioi Apostoli as seen from South  
(photo by K. Nowicki).
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Chipped-stone assemblages from survey of prehistoric sites 
Paradimi and Krovili (Thrace, Northern Greece).  
Preliminary report
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Introduction

This work presents first results of the study of 
chipped-stone finds collected during the archaeologi-
cal survey at the Neolithic settlements of Paradimi 
and Krovili in Aegean Thrace. Both settlements are 
located in the province of Rhodope: the former to the 
southwest and the latter to the southeast of Komotini, 
which is the capital of the province (Fig. 1). Survey on 
both sites was carried out in 2020, within an ongoing 
project entitled “Mapping the early famers in Aegean 
Thrace” (MapFarm)1. Limited investigations were car-
ried out in the past at both sites albeit with different 
methods, as will be briefly presented bellow. 

Paradimi

The settlement at Paradimi belongs to the tell 
type of sites (Fig. 2). It was initially investigated by S. 
Kyriakidi and E. Pelekidi with a trial trench in 1929-
1930 and was dated by pottery to the end of the Mid-
dle and to the Late Neolithic. In 1965, G. Bakalakis 
has undertaken stratigraphic excavations with a single 
trench uncovering 4.5 m thick deposits that confirmed 
the habitation of the settlement during the Late Neo-
lithic and the Early Bronze Age (Bakalakis and Sakellar-
iou 1981). These early excavations made Paradimi an 
eponym for the Neolithic in Aegean Thrace known as 
“Paradimi culture” (Matsas 2017). A new trench was 

 1see https://mapfarm.he.duth.gr

Fig. 1. Geographic location of the study area.

opened in 1997 by D. Matsas and K. Gallis, but its exca-
vations didn’t progress significantly (Matsas 2003). 
In spite of the importance of Paradimi for investiga-
tions of the Neolithic period in Aegean Thrace, apart 
from pottery and other forms of portable materials 
(e.g. lithic tools, figurines), the excavations have pro-
vided little evidence for the architecture and intra-site 
organisation of the settlement.

Krovili

Neolithic settlement at Krovili is situated in the 
location known as Papa-Ampelia, close to the mod-
ern village of Krovili. It belongs to the tell type of sites 
(Fig. 3). The excavations have yet not to be done, but 
the site was investigated in 2004 with 6 borehole 
cores carried out by A. Ammerman and N. Efstratiou. 
According to surface pottery they have dated the site 
to the Middle Neolithic. Borehole cores revealed up to 
4m thick archaeological deposits. The samples of char-
coal found in drilling cores date the earliest habitation 
of the settlement to 6000 BC approximately and the 
later to 5400 BC (Ammerman et al. 2008), that is from 
the late phase of the Early Neolithic to the beginning 
of the Late Neolithic in Greece (Andreou et al. 1996: 
538, Table 1). Systematic survey undertaken by the 
MapFarm project’s team confirmed the later habita-
tion of the settlement in the early phase of the Late 
Neolithic (5400 - 4900 BC).

Fig. 2. The settlement at Paradimi.



Fig. 3. Settlement at Krovili.

Raw material and chipped-stone artefacts

Several groups of flakable raw material was iden-
tified in analyzed chipped assemblages from both 
sites (group-number of raw material as in the tables 
1, 2, 3): (1) green stone, (2) green jasper, (3) white 
quartz, (4) greenish quartz, (5) light-pink quartz, (6) 
grey translucent chalcedony, (7) light grey, translucent 
chalcedony, (8) light yellowish translucent chalcedony, 
(9) dark grey, translucent chalcedony, (10) blue-grey 
translucent chalcedony, (11) black non translucent 
chert, (12) black translucent chert, (13) dark brown 
translucent chert, (14) brown translucent chert, (15) 
brown stripped chert, (16) grey and greenish stripped 
non translucent chert, (17) yellow chert, (18) dark grey 
non translucent chert, (19) red non translucent chert, 

(20) red-brown non translucent chert, (21) green-grey 
non translucent chert, (22) light grey non translucent 
chert, (23) light grey stripped non translucent chert, 
(24) grey non translucent chert, (25) green slightly 
translucent chert, (26) green non translucent chert, 
(27) stone pebble, (28) overheated undefined, (29) 
lithic undefined, (30) stone undefined.

Study of 367 lithic finds collected during the sur-
vey in 2020 has identified the following objects (Table 
1): 28 natural pieces of raw material, 44 chunks with 
traces of flaking (made from green stone, greenish 
quartz, various kind of chalcedony and various cherts), 
4 single platform blade cores (made from dark grey non 
translucent chert, grey non translucent chert), 5 single 
platform microcores (from light yellowish translucent 
chalcedony, black translucent chert, light grey, non 
translucent chert), 7 microcores with changed orienta-
tion of flaking (from grey translucent chalcedony, light 
grey translucent chalcedony, black translucent chert, 
dark brow translucent chert), 6 flake cores and their 
fragments (from light grey translucent chalcedony, 
dark brow translucent chert, dark grey non translucent 
chert, light grey, non translucent chert), 1 discoidal 
flake core from light grey translucent chalcedony, 14 
flake cores with changed orientation of flaking (from 
grey translucent chalcedony, light grey, translucent 
chalcedony, black translucent chert, dark brow trans-
lucent chert, light grey non translucent chert), 5 flakes 

Table 1. Krovili. Lithic chipped assemblage. 1 – green stone; 2 – green jasper, 3-5 – quartz; 6-10 – chalcedony; 11-26 – cherts; 
28-30 – undefined.

CATEGORY OF ARTEFACTS       RAW MATERIAL
 1 2 3-5 6-10 11-26 28-30 =
Natural pieces of raw material   3 8 17  28
Chunks with traces of flaking 1  4 18 19 2 44
Single platform blade core     3 1 4
Single platform microcore    3 2  5
Microcores with changed orientation of flaking    3 4  7
Flake cores and their fragments    1 3  6
Discoidal flake core    1   1
Flake cores with changed orientation of flaking    2 12  14
Flakes with +50 % cortical or natural surface     5  5
Flakes with -50 % cortical or natural surface    2   2
Unidirectional flakes   1 7 10 2 20
Multidirectional flakes    12 13  25
Fragments of flakes 1  4 77 51 10 143
Irregular blades and bladelets    4 2  6
Blades and bladelets from single platform blade cores    1 2  3
Crest blade of second series     1  1
Splintered pieces   1 6 6  13
Chips    1 2  3
Lithic tools 2 2  10 22 1 37
LITHICS SUM 4 2 13 156 176 16 367



with >50 % cortical or natural surface (from white 
quartz, light grey, non translucent chert), 2 flakes with 
<50 % cortical or natural surface from light yellowish 
translucent chalcedony, 20 unidirectional flakes (from 
green jasper, various chalcedony, dark brow translu-
cent chert, brown translucent chert, light grey, non 
translucent chert, green slightly translucent chert), 
25 multidirectional flakes (from light grey, translucent 
chalcedony, light yellowish translucent chalcedony, 
dark brow translucent chert, brown translucent chert, 
light grey, non translucent chert, green slightly trans-
lucent chert), 143 fragments of flakes (green stone, 
white quartz, various chalcedony, various cherts), 6 
irregular blades and bladelets (light grey, translucent 
chalcedony, light yellowish translucent chalcedony, 
dark brow translucent chert, light grey non translucent 
chert), 3 blades and bladelets from single platform 
blade cores (light grey translucent chalcedony, light 
grey non translucent chert), 1 crest blade of second 
series from light grey non translucent chert, 13 splin-
tered pieces (from white quartz, grey translucent chal-
cedony, light grey translucent chalcedony, black non 
translucent chert, dark brow translucent chert, brown 
translucent chert, light grey, non translucent chert), 
3 chips (from light yellowish translucent chalcedony, 
dark brow translucent chert), and 34 tools. This group 
of tools is comprised of (Table 2): 7 axes (from green 
stone, green jasper, grey and greenish stripped non 
translucent chert, green-grey non translucent chert, 
light grey non translucent chert), 4 flake end-scrapers 
(from light grey translucent chalcedony, light grey non 
translucent chert, light grey stripped non translucent 
chert), 6 blade end-scrapers (from light yellowish 
translucent chalcedony, green-grey non translucent 
chert, light grey non translucent chert), 1 truncated 
piece from light grey non translucent chert, 2 perfora-
tors (from light grey translucent chalcedony and light 

grey non translucent chert), 11 retouched flakes (from 
light grey translucent chalcedony, light grey non trans-
lucent chert, light grey stripped non translucent chert), 
2 retouched blades (from light grey translucent chal-
cedony and undefinied raw material), 1 backed blade-
let from red-brown non translucent chert, 2 retouched 
chunks (from light grey translucent chalcedony and 
light grey non translucent chert), and 1 jagged blade 
made from grey non translucent chert.

Survey carried out at the settlement of Paradimi 
produced 40 chipped-stone objects (Table 3): 2 natural 
pieces of raw material, 3 chunks with traces of flaking 
(from light grey, translucent chalcedony, red non trans-
lucent chert, light grey non translucent chert), 1 sin-
gle platform blade core from black translucent chert, 
1 single platform microblade core from light grey 
non translucent chert, 2 partly cortical flakes (from 
brown translucent chert and light grey, non translu-
cent chert), 3 unidirectional flakes (from light yellow-
ish translucent chalcedony, dark brown translucent 
chert), 5 multidirectional flakes (from light grey, trans-
lucent chalcedony and undefined raw material), 7 frag-
ments of flakes (from white quartz, light-pink quartz, 
dark brow translucent chert, light grey stripped non 
translucent chert), 2 fragments of blades (from dark 
brown translucent chert, yellow chert), 3 splintered 
pieces (2 from white quartz, and 1 from undefined raw 
material), and 11 tools made from white quartz, light 
grey, translucent chalcedony, green-grey non translu-
cent chert, light grey, non translucent chert.

Final remarks

Archaeological excavations carried out at Paradi-
mi reveal remains of various chronological periods 
(Bakalakis and Sakellariou 1981), while drilling cores 
at Krovili testify to the habitation from the late Early 
Neolithic to the early Late Neolithic (Ammerman et 

Table 2. Krovili. Lithic tools. 1 – green stone; 2 – green jasper, 7-8 – chalcedony; 16-24 – cherts; 29 – undefined.

CATEGORY OF ARTEFACTS     RAW MATERIAL
 1 2 7 8 16 20 21 22 23 24 29 =
Axes 2 2   1  1 1    7
Flake end-scrapers   1     2 1   4
Blade end-scrapers    2   1 3    6
Truncated pieces        1    1
Perforators   1     1    2
Retouched flakes   4     6 1   11
Retouched blades   1        1 2
Backed bladelet       1      1
Retouched chunks    1    1    2
Jagged blade           1  1
SUM 2 2 7 3 1 1 2 15 2 1 1 37



al. 2008). Analyzed chipped-stone assemblages from 
both sites presented in this work, were collected from 
surface during the systematic archaeological survey 
undertaken at these sites in 2020, within the MapFarm 
project. Multiphase habitation of both sites, testified 
by archaeological investigations in the past, imply that 
chipped-stone assemblages collected in recent survey 
may not be homogenous as they may contain material 
from different periods of prehistory including various 
phases of the Neolithic and the Bronze Age. It should 
be noted that chipped-stone artefacts of all typologi-
cal groups, from both sites, found more or less similar 
analogues on other sites from northern Greece (e.g. 
Bakalakis and Sakellariou 1981; Darcque et al. 2011; 
Dixson 2003; Efstratiou et al. 1998; Kourtessi-Philip-
pakis 2009; Lespez et al. 2013; Skourtopoulou 1998; 
Tringham 2003). Regarding raw materials, all types of 
lithics identified in material from both sites are of local 
and regional provenience. In this respect, the area 
of Petrota which is not far from Paradimi and Krovili 
was probably important source of raw material for the 
manufacture of chipped-stone tools (Ammerman et 
al. 2008; Barbieri et al. 2001; Efstratiou and Ammer-
man 2004; Fotiadis et al. 2003; Kakavakis 2015, 38, 39; 
Kilias et al. 2006; Michailidou et al. 2020). This tenden-
cies to use local lithic raw material is also clearly vis-
ible in assemblages from other sites in Aegean Thrace 
and Macedonia (Dimitriadis and Skourtopoulou 2001; 

2003; Efstratiou et al. 1998; Kakavakis 2015, Fig. 1, 37; 
Sørensen 2010, 164). In the assemblages from Paradi-
mi and Krovili collected during the 2020 archaeological 
surface survey, artefacts made of obsidian and “Balkan 
honey waxy flint” were not found. However, obsid-
ian artefacts are reported in excavated material from 
Paradimi (Bakalakis and Sakellariou 1981, Taf. 4b:1; 
6a: 1, 10), although “Balkan flint” did not. It should be 
underlined though that in this publication terms “flint” 
and “silex” were used interchangeably to describe the 
same artefacts, without further detailing the type 
of lithics used to make them (e.g. see descriptions 
of “Tafels” and information in “Katalog der Funde”, 
Bakalakis and Sakellariou 1981).
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Table 3. Paradimi. Composition of lithic artefacts. 3-5 – quartz, 7-8 – chalcedony, 12-23 – chert; 29 – undefined

CATEGORY OF ARTEFACTS 3-5 7-8 12-23 29 =

Natural pieces of raw material 1  1  2

Chunks with traces of flaking  1 2  3

Single platform blade core   1  1

Single platform microblade core   1  1

+50 % cortical flakes   1  1

-50 % cortical flakes   1  1

Unidirectional flakes  1 1 1 3

Multidirectional flakes   1  4 5

Fragments of flakes 2  3 2 7

Fragments of blades   2  2

Splintered pieces 2   1 3

Lithic Tools 7 2 2  11

SUM 12 5 15 8 40
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Regional Networks and Local Recipes for Complexity:  
A new PASIFIC project on Middle Bronze Age pottery  
with the help of the PAIA
Chris Hale

With the support of PAIA, the PASIFIC Programme 
project titled Regional Networks and Local Recipes for 
Complexity (RENLORC) began activities in April 2022. 
RENLORC is hosted by the Institute of Archaeology 
and Ethnology, Polish Academy of Sciences, and is 
funded through the European Union’s Horizon 2020 
research and innovation programme under the Marie 

Skłodowska-Curie grant agreement No. 847639 and by 
the Polish Ministry of Education and Science. 

RENLORC examines emerging social complexity in 
central Greece during the Middle Bronze Age (MBA) 
and the early Late Bronze Age (LBA) (ca. 2100–1550 
BCE) using a multi-scale interdisciplinary analytical 
examination of pottery production, consumption and 



Fig. 1. Selecting samples from Eutresis stored with the Archaeo-
logical Museum of Thebes (Ephorate of Antiquities of Boeotia, Hel-
lenic Ministry of Culture and Sports)

distribution. A combination of ceramic thin section 
petrography, Instrumental Neutron Activation Analy-
sis (INAA), direct digital radiography and Scanning 
Electron Microscopy (SEM) is used to identify differ-
ent potting communities of practice operating within 
central Greece through an investigation of fabric com-
position and provenance, pigment recipes, forming 
techniques, and firing techniques. By tracking the dia-
chronic and spatial distribution of products from these 
communities, along with the distribution of imports 
from outside of the region, it will be possible to gain 
an understanding of shifting networks of interaction 
that operated at various scales. 

RENLORC is an ambitious project, with aims to 
analyze over 600 new samples collected from through-
out central Greece. This represents the largest pro-
gram of its type ever conducted for the MBA and LBA 
periods in the region. As Bronze Age central Greece 
is a particularly under-studied region, such a dataset 
has the potential to add a much-needed perspective 
on inter-regional Aegean networks. Ultimately, any 
changes to pottery production, consumption, and 
distribution patterns will provide insight into changes 
in the regional economy, the centralization of power, 
connections to the wider Aegean, and to conceptions 
of identity as these products were consumed by any 
emerging elite.

PAIA has been instrumental in supporting REN-
LORC this year. The Institute facilitated coordination 
with numerous Ephorates to visit five museums or 

storehouses in Greece and select samples for analysis, 
including at Eretria, Lamia, Volos, Delphiand Thebes 
(Fig. 1). 

PAIA further assisted RENLORC by submitting 
seven permit requests to the Hellenic Ministry of Cul-
ture and Sports for destructive analysis (all of which 
have already been granted). Finally, the PAIA helped 
to facilitate three short periods of fieldwork where 
603 samples from the sites of Pefkakia-Magoula, Ayia 
Paraskevi, Lianokhladi, Mitrou, Kirrha, Krisa, Distomo  
(Fig. 2), Eutresis, Eleon and Lefkandi were collected.

Without help from PAIA (in particular, Beata 
Kukiel-Vraila), conducting such a complex project 
involving coordination with five different Ephorates 
would be an impossible task. That all these requests 
have been approved and all fieldwork has been con-
ducted without issue is a testament to PAIA’s hard 
work and professionalism in their support of Polish-
based research in Greece. The author thanks the Insti-
tute and its staff whole-heartedly and look forward to 
2023 when much of this data will start to yield impor-
tant insights. In addition, that author also thanks the 
hard-working staff at the Hellenic Ministry of Culture 
and Sports and at the various Ephorates who have 
helped facilitate such an expansive project. 

Further information about RENLORC and the PAS-
IFIC Programme can be found at https://pasific.pan.pl/
christopher-hale/

Fig. 2. Selecting samples from Distomo stored with the Archaeo-
logical Museum of Distomo (Ephorate of Antiquities of Boeotia, 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports)

Dr. Christopher Hale 
Marie Skłodowska-Curie PASIFIC Fellow 
Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology, Polish Academy of Sciences



Inside the mind of a Greek hoplite:  
Archaic Peloponnesian shield-bands
Cezary Kucewicz

In autumn 2022, Dr. Cezary Kucewicz from the 
Faculty of History at the University of Gdańsk conduct-
ed a 3-week long research stay at the Archaeological 
Museum of Olympia. Dr. Kucewicz’s work consisted of 
documenting the evidence of Peloponnesian bronze 
shield-bands. These bands, which date mostly to the 

Archaic period (ca. 650–480 BC), consist of a bronze 
strip that runs across the inside of a hoplite’s shield 
rim, forming part of the central loop (porpax) through 
which a warrior thrust his left arm to hold the shield in 
place (Fig. 1). The strips were often adorned with elab-
orate decorations which took the form of five to eight 
small relief panels (metopes) depicting scenes drawn 
from mythology, such as Achilles’ pursuit of Troilus or 
the rape of Cassandra (Figs. 2 & 3), or scenes from the 
everyday lives of Greek warriors, including departures 
from home, arming and horsemen with squires. The 
small size of the metopes (ca. 5–7 cm in width) and 
their peculiar placement on the inside of the shield 
imply that the bands were normally visible only to the 
warrior holding the shield, providing a unique source 
of pictures and stories which held special significance 
in the exclusive context of the experience of war.

This study formed part of an ongoing postdoc-
toral project funded by the National Science Centre in 
Poland (SONATA-16 2020/39/D/HS3/02179), entitled 
“Decorated hoplite shield-bands from the Pelopon-
nese (700–450 BC)”. The project aims to examine the 
relationship between artistic images in the context 
of war and the lived experience of combat in ancient 
Greece. As the Principal Investigator, Dr. Kucewicz 
documented all surviving evidence of decorated hop-

Fig. 1. Hoplite with a shield-band. 
Drawing taken from Carpenter (2015).

Fig. 2. Shield-band metope: Achil-
les ambushing Troilus. Drawing 
taken from Carpenter (2015).

Fig. 3. Shield-band metope: Rape 
of Cassandra. Drawing taken from 
Carpenter (2015).

Fig. 4. Dr. Cezary Kucewicz at the Archaeological Museum 
of Olympia. Photo by Dr. Azzurra Scarci.

lite shield-bands and armbands from the Archaic and 
Classical evidence found in Ancient Olympia (Fig. 4). 
The work, coordinated and assisted by archaeologist 
Ms. Zaharoula Leventouri and conservator Mr. Pana-
giotis Kalpakos, consisted exclusively of non-invasive 
techniques, including taking measurements and high-

quality digital images of over 300 artifacts. The goal 
of the project is to revise and supplement the exist-
ing scholarly works of Emil Kunze (1950) and Peter 
Bol (1989). The main research outputs will consist of 
a freely accessible online database, as well as a new 
monograph catalogue with detailed art-historical com-
mentary to be published in 2024. All necessary per-
missions were arranged by PAIA from the Ephorate of 
Antiquities of Ilia and the German Archaeological Insti-
tute.



Fig. 5. The stadium at the archaeological site of Archaia Olympia. Photo by Dr. Cezary Kucewicz.
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Research report from Athens, Samos, Didyma and Miletus  
(June 1 to July 1, 2022)
Sławomir Bobola

As part of my PhD thesis, I took a one-month 
research trip to Athens, Samos, Didyma and Miletus 
in June 2022. Having stayed in the guest room of PAIA, 
I studied the collections of the libraries of the British 
School at Athens and the American School of Classical 
Studies. I also wrote the preliminary chapters of my 
doctoral dissertation entitled, “Agalma in literary, epi-
graphic and archaeological sources, 8th to 5th century 
B.C.”, which I am undertaking at the Doctoral School of 
Humanities at Jagiellonian University under the super-
vision of Prof. Lech Trzcionkowski. 

My dissertation is dedicated to the Ancient Greek 
concept of agalma, which, at different periods of 
Greek history, designated all sorts of things, the most 
important of which included jewelry and votive gifts to 
so-called cult statues. A closer analysis of the semantic 
structure of the lexeme ἄγαλμα (agalma) in a synchro-
nous perspective highlights two fundamental dimen-

sions of the concept, manifested in religious acts on 
the one hand and in visual culture on the other. The 
aim of my doctoral research is to frame these dimen-
sions in a broader historical context, against the back-
ground of selected theories from the intersection of 
the anthropology of art and religion.

In the second part of my research trip taking 
place between June 23 and 28, 2022, I travelled to 
Samos, Didima and Miletus (Fig. 1). On Samos, I vis-
ited Heraion to document the hypothetical locations 
of two sculptures from the Cheramyes’ agalmata 
group (Fig. 2) and photograph one of the sculptures 
included in this group that is currently located in the 
Archaeological Museum in Vathy on Samos (inv. no.  
Κ/ΚΑ ΕΠΚΑ/84/50). The PAIA helped me obtain the 
necessary permissions to carry out a photographic ses-
sion both at Heraion and in the Archaeological Muse-
um of Vathy, as well as those necessary for me to use 



Fig. 1. The “sacred roads” from the Old Port at Samos to Heraion and from Miletus to Didyma seen from a bird’s 
eye view. Map data ©2023 Google.

Fig. 2. Hypothetical location (according to A. Duplouy) of the original site of the Cheramyes’ agalmata groupat 
the northern propylaea. Photo by S. Bobola © 2022.

of these photographs in my doctoral thesis. In Didyma, 
I documented the site of the discovery of the agalma 
of Chares and the agalmata of the sons of Orion at the 
site of the “sacred road” (Fig. 3) and photographed 
sculptures associated with this group that are current-
ly located in the Archaeological Museum in Miletus.

I presented my research from Samos and Didy-
ma at the international conference Sacred Places. 
Sacredness - Open to Dialogue or Closed to Changes? 

(Gdańsk, October 13, 2022) in a presentation entitled 
“Agalma and ‘hierahodoi’ in Samos and Didyma”. I will 
also include a post-conference paper of the same title 
in a volume published by Brill later this year.

My research trip to Athens and then Samos, Didy-
ma and Miletus was funded by the National Academic 
Exchange Agency’s “STER”programme supporting doc-
toral student mobility.



Fig. 3. The “sacred road” in Didima, view from south to north, near the temple of Apollo. An olive orchard – the 
place where the agalma of Chares and agalmata of the sons of Orion were found – can be seen on the horizon. 
Photo by S. Bobola © 2022.

Studies in Roman autonomy and contemporary  
self-government
Emilia Twarowska-Antczak

The basic research problem was to define and 
characterize the relationship between Roman auton-
omy and contemporary self-government in terms of 
the responsibility of the Roman magistratus and their 
contemporary counterparts, with particular empha-
sis on the Mediterranean countries, including Greece 
(Figs. 1), Italy, France and Spain. Undoubtedly, from 
ancient times onwards, legal acts clearly defined and 
still define the tasks and responsibilities of a given, 
modern-times official. It should be emphasized that, 
in the Roman Empire - both its Western and Eastern 
parts - there was no concept of own tasks, let alone 
assigned to municipalities / colonies. Tasks aimed 
at satisfying the needs of the local community were 
assigned to specific authorities, i.e. magistratus. It was 
the authorities of the municipalities / colonies that 
had specific tasks to fulfil and that were responsible 
for failure to comply with them. 

There is a relationship between the Roman 
autonomous system and the contemporary self-gov-
ernment system. The research undertaken in this way 
allowed for a detailed analysis of the paragraphs of the 
preserved Roman municipal/colonial laws and archae-
ological remains, including especially epigraphic and 
literary texts, documenting the activities of officials 
of the Roman state. Thus, they allowed for a compre-
hensive analysis of the responsibility of the Roman 
magistrates, and hence for broadening the knowledge 
about Roman officials and examining the principles of 
the responsibility of municipal officials for violations of 
law. I intended to prove that the system of official lia-
bility is designed to encourage them to exercise such 

diligence, in the performance of their official duties, 
so that they do not subsequently have to bear finan-
cial and/or personal responsibility towards the city 
community. I argued that the introduction of these 
principles by municipal/colonial laws should therefore 
result in more thoughtful and reliable work of munici-
pal officials, both in the east and west of the Empire. 
Going further, I tried to demonstrate that the contem-
porary concept of local government, dates back to the 
ancient era. Therefore, the overarching thesis of the 
research is to prove that - in terms of the responsi-
bility of municipal officials - we can see the relation-
ship between the Roman autonomous system and the 
contemporary self-government system in Mediterra-
nean countries. I also analysed the current regulations 
regarding the conditions determining the official liabil-
ity of “city administrators”, in terms of differences and 
similarities between these regulations and Roman law 
and practice. 

Fig. 1. The author, in the course of visiting archaeological sites.



The Poster Exhibition: 

Philhellenism and Polish Research  
in Prehistoric and Classical Archaeology in Greece
Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka

During the official opening of PAIA, which took 
place on October 26, 2021, we prepared concise infor-
mation about the research carried out by Polish scien-
tists in Greece and in the broadly understood Aegean 
and Greek zone of influence, including the Black Sea 
coast and Cyprus. From this idea was born the con-
cept of an exhibition showing the wide geographical 
scope and substantive diversity of projects co-created 
by researchers from Poland. It comprised 19 posters 
on 25 roll-ups and was presented in an accessible way 
in three languages: English, Polish and Greek,

The first part of the exhibition had a historical 
character. It showed in brief the history of Polish-
Greek relations until the Second World War and the 
achievements of various Polish researchers in the field 
of archaeology in Greece until 1989.

Two posters by Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka recall 
the figures of Poles who fought in the Greek independ-
ence uprising of 1821, which led to the liberation of 
Greece from Ottoman rule, above all the heroes of the 
battles near Missolunghi. It is worth recalling that in 
the year of the opening of the exhibition, 200 years 
had passed since this historic moment, so this post-
er fit perfectly into the anniversary celebrations. The 
poster exhibits Zygmunt Mineyko, a participant of the 
Polish-Lithuanian January Uprising (1863-1864), who 
fled to Greece after the fall of the uprising. As an ama-
teur archaeologist and numismatist, he was instru-
mental in the discovery of the sanctuary and oracle of 
Zeus at Dodona in Epirus. Mineyko was a hero of two 
homelands, Poland and Greece. Similarly, Jerzy Iwan-
ow-Szajnowicz, the famous Agent No. 1, was another 
hero from the much later period of Second World War 
period. He has his statue in Thessaloniki.

The next poster, authored by Ewdoksia Papuci-
Władyka and Kazimierz Lewartowski, comprises three 
parts and show cases figures from Polish archaeol-
ogy who greatly contributed to the emergence and 
development of this field in Poland. It begins with 
Prof. Piotr Bieńkowski. He founded the first Polish 

department of classical archaeology at the Jagiellon-
ian University in Kraków in 1897. Importantly, Poland 
did not exist as a European state at that time, because 
Prussia, Russia and Austria had partitioned it. Next, 



the poster discussed three important researchers 
Kazimierz Majewski, Kazimierz Michałowski – who is 
often referred to as the creator of the ‘Polish school 
of Mediterranean archaeology in Warsaw’ – and Kazi-
mierz Bulas – pupil of the famous Polish archaeologist, 
Prof. Piotr Bieńkowski. Maria Ludwika Bernhard, a stu-
dent of Michałowski, continued Bieńkowski’s tradition 
in Kraków. Among many other researchers, Ludwika 
Press and Olga Hirsch-Dyczek are notable.

The second part of the exhibition presented the 
most recent research from the several last decades in 
the field of Aegean prehistory.

It began with three posters concerning Crete. The 
first concerned the research of the Institute of Archae-
ology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
in the field of Greek prehistory conducted in mountain 
peak sanctuaries by Bogdan Rutkowski and Krzysztof 
Nowicki in the years 1978-2003. The second showed 
defensive sites in Crete in the Dark Ages (ca. 1200-900 
BC) and research at the Katalimata and Monastiraki 
sites, presented by Krzysztof Nowicki from the same 
institute. The next poster, also by this researcher, 
familiarized viewers with the results of research on the 
final phase of the Neolithic in Crete.

The next two posters were entitled “25 years 
of Polish-Greek cooperation in prehistoric research” 
and presented two aspects of the cooperation of the 
Institute of Archaeology of the Jagiellonian University 
and the Polish Academy of Arts and Science in Kraków 
with various Greek institutions. On the Polish side, the 
spiritus movens was Prof. Janusz Kozłowski, and on 
the Greek was Adamantios Sampson, along with the 
participation of many other researchers, especially 
Małgorzata Kaczanowska. The first poster showed 
the outstanding achievements of this collaboration in 
the exploration of the Paleolithic caves at Klisoura in 
Argolis in the Peloponnese and Sarakenos in Boeotia.
The second was devoted to research at the Mesolithic 
and Neolithic sites at Maroulas on the island of Kytnos, 
Kerame on the island of Ikaria and at the Mavropygi 
site in north-western Macedonia.

The next poster presented the first field research 
by PAIA researchers in Greece conducted under the 
auspices of our Institute in Athens. The archaeologi-
cal project “Anthemous River Valley” conducted near 
Thessaloniki began several years previously in coop-
eration with the Director of the Institute, Janusz Cze-
breszuk from Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, 

Stelios Andreou from Aristotle University in Thessa-
loniki and Maria Papa of the Ephorate of Antiquities of 
Thessaloniki Region.

The project by Bartłomiej Lis concerns the site 
of Pefkaka near Volos and was presented in the next 
poster. This research started with the analysis of 
ceramics, and last year excavations began at this site in 
cooperation with the relevant Ephorate and the aegis 
of the PAIA.

The results of experimental archaeology were 



presented by Janusz Czebreszuk and Eryk Popkiewicz 
in the next poster. Amber pectorals from the Myce-
naean culture were studied and one was recreated. 
The final poster in this section was by Agata Ulanows-
ka from the Warsaw University and was devoted to the 
material culture of the Bronze Age Greece. It showed 
the relationship between textiles and seals and stamp-
ing practices.

The third part of the exhibition concerned Classi-

cal archaeology. Research on Greek and related vases 
published in the international series Corpus Vasorum 
Antiquorum is one of the oldest projects of the Inter-
national Union of Academies, initiated in 1919. Poland 
joined in 1931, after which many volumes were com-
piled by Kazimierz Bulas, and after Second World War 
by Maria Ludwika Bernhard. Currently, the editorial 
staff is headed by Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka who pub-
lished the first volume of the new Polish CVA series.

The research in ancient Nea Paphos, the capital 
of Hellenistic and Roman Cyprus, was presented by 
the author of this note in two posters. Paphos is one 
of the most important sites in Cyprus and is included 
in the UNESCO World Heritage List. The excavations 
of the Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology 
of Warsaw University were initiated in 1965. In 2011, 
the present author created the second Polish mission 
of archaeology at the site by the Jagiellonian Univer-
sity – Paphos Agora Project. The two expeditions were 
joined in 2019 under the leadership of the present 
author. The interdisciplinary team implements the pro-
ject, the results of which will be a three-dimensional 
reconstruction of the city landscape by implementing 
modern research methods.

Another poster presents the Polish contribution 
to research on Hellenistic pottery from the excavations 
of the University of Athens on the island of Kos. This 
project is led by Prof. Georgia Kokkorou-Alevras, who 
was awarded the Knight’s Cross of the Order of Merit 
on the opening day of PAIA. Cooperation between the 
Jagiellonian University, represented by the present 
author, and the University of Athens has been ongoing 
since 1995. 

The next posters take us to the shores of the Black 
Sea that were settled by ancient Greeks. The Institute 
of Archaeology of the Nicolaus Copernicus University 
in Toruń conducted research for many years (1995-
2015) in the ancient site of Nikonion on the coast 
of the Liman of the Dniester River (ancient Tyras). 
Researchers from the same institute also conducted 
one season of research in the Roman fortress of Ilura-
ton in Crimea and one season of underwater research 
in Olbia, a large Greek colony at the mouth of the Boh 
and Dnieper Rivers in Ukraine. In chora (i.e., the rural 
hinterland of Olbia), research lead by the present 
author was conducted by the Jagiellonian University 
in Kraków in cooperation with the Museum in Odessa. 
The Koshary Project expedition operated for 10 years 



(1998-2008) studying the culture of Greek settlers and 
their relationship with the local Scythian population. 
The next poster also concerns archaeological research 
of the Jagiellonian University. During the two seasons 
in Crimea, we also explored the rural hinterland, but of 
a different colony - Akra. Today, Polish research on the 
Black Sea gains additional value, because people are 
not only dying due to the war being waged there, but 
also cultural heritage is being destroyed.

The last poster is new, being added in 2022, and 
presents the research of Edyta Marzec, graduate from 
the Jagiellonian University. She studied the pottery 
from French excavations in Serapeion in Delos using 
integrated archaeological and archaeometric meth-

ods. Currently, she is collaborating with Greek authori-
ties and the British School at Athens.

The exhibition does not exhaust all the activi-
ties of our compatriots in the study of the Hellenic 
civilization. For technical reasons, we could not show 
the work of the University of Gdańsk conducted by 
Nick Sekunda at such sites as Falasarna in Crete and 
Antikythera, nor could we show case the Sylloge Num-
morum Graecorum project by Mariusz Mielczarek and 
his research in Rhodes at the site of Kimisala in collab-
oration with the Aegean University. However, we hope 
that along with the development of our research, new 
projects and new researchers will appear, because this 
is the purpose that PAIA is intended to serve.

‘Artefacts, Creativity, Technology, and Skills from Prehistory  
to the Classical Period in Greece. Communities of Learning in 
the Past and in Higher Education Today, ACTS’: the first inter-
national, educational project in archaeology of Greece
Agata Ulanowska

‘Artefacts, Creativity, Technology, and Skills from 
Prehistory to the Classical Period in Greece. Commu-
nities of Learning in the Past and in Higher Educa-
tion Today’ (hereafter ACTS) has been the first edu-
cational project in archaeology of Greece funded by 
the 4EU+ Alliance and the Erasmus Plus Programme 
for the academic year 2021/22 within the 4EU+ Flag-
ship 2: ‘Europe in a changing world: Understanding 
and engaging societies, economies, cultures and lan-
guages’. Its idea came from Prof. Diamantis Panagio-
topolulos from the Heidelberg University, who became 
the main project coordinator. Soon, three other Uni-
versities have joined: Charles with Prof. Peter Pavúk, 
University of Copenhagen with Prof. Kristina Winther-
Jacobsen and University of Warsaw with Prof. Agata 
Ulanowska as the local coordinators.

The project has been designed for creating a 
common platform of innovative research-based teach-
ing among these four European universities. The 
main emphasis has been placed on novel advances 

in archaeological theory and analytical methods for 
exploring human creativity, technology, and skills 
through artefacts in Greece from the Bronze Age to the 
Classical Period. The regional focus was dictated by the 
character of the Aegean as an interface between the 
Near East and Europe and thus as an ideal case study 
for a dynamic understanding of socio-cultural struc-
tures and processes including migrations, transfer of 
knowledge, identities, colonisation, and the active 
role of local communities. The thematic focus on the 
‘making’ has provided an optimal platform for merg-
ing empirical understanding, scientific research, social 
theory, and experimental practice and for moving 
beyond disciplinary borders and beyond the academic 
sphere. The project has been dedicated to BA, MA and 
doctoral students from all four involved universities.

The ACTS project has been implemented through 
a series of nine original academic courses, online and 
hybrid, proposed specifically for the project and deliv-
ered by: D. Panagitopoulos, Dr. Sarah Finalyson (Uni-



Fig. 1. ACTS Summer School poster  
(© DiamantisPanagiotopoulos)

Fig. 2. ACTS Summer School reception at the roof of the Kanellopoulos Museum.

versity of Heidelberg); P. Pavuk, Dr. Filip Franković and 
Dr. Marek Verčík (Charles University) and A. Ulanow-
ska (University of Warsaw), including a joint, open 
access lecture course also involving invited external 
specialists in Aegean archaeology: Dr. N. Papdimitriou 
and A. Goumas; Prof. C. von Rüden; Prof. S. Todaro; 
Prof. A. Dakouri-Hild and Prof. C. Murphy. Since physi-
cal mobility was not possible until summer 2022, the 
participating scholars, supported by Dr. Rachele Pierini 
and Prof. Marie-Louise Nosch from the University of 
Copenhagen, have delivered online individual lectures 
for the courses organised by the partner institutions. 
Additionally three educational videos about textile 
production in Bronze Age Greece have been prepared 
by A. Ulanowska and published on YouTube channel 
of the Faculty of Archaeology, University of Warsaw.1

The ACTS project has concluded in a Summer 
School organised at Athens on 25–30 July 2022. The 
ACTS Summer School programme encompassed a 

series of lectures and hands-on activities organised in 
the Danish Archaeological Institute at Athens and the 
Kanellopoulos Museum, and an intensive sight-seeing 
programme, organisation of which has been support-
ed by the Polish Archaeological Institute at Athens. 



1 I. Raw materials: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c888mCKLtKs&t=90s&ab_channel=Wydzia%C5%82ArcheologiiUniwersytetWarszaws
ki, II. Spinning: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTxqoDWLZtc&t=11s&ab_channel=Wydzia%C5%82ArcheologiiUniwersytetWarszawski, 
III. Weaving: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UKHow8RJWE&t=83s&ab_channel=Wydzia%C5%82ArcheologiiUniwersytetWarszawski., 
accessed 21/12/2022.

Prof. Agata Ulanowska 
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Archaeology, University of Warsaw
Local coordinator of the 4EU+Alliance and the Erasmus Plus Programme Educational Project ‘Artefacts, Creativity, Technology, and Skills from 
Prehistory to the Classical Period in Greece. Communities of Learning in the Past and in Higher Education Today, ACTS’, ref. no. 612621

Summer School of the University of Wrocław in Athens,  
September 12 to 23, 2022
Agata Kubala

The University of Wrocław Summer Educational 
Camp at Athens (hereafter referred to as the Summer 
School) for students of the Faculty of Historical and 

Pedagogical Sciences of the University of Wrocław is 
a joint project of PAIA and the University of Wrocław. 
The creator and organizer of the project was Prof. 

Fig. 1. Lecturers and participants of the Wrocław University Summer Educational Camp on the Acropolis of Athens. (Photo by M. Żmudziński)

PAIA has also hosted students from the University of 
Warsaw. 

The Summer School involved in academic collab-
oration staff and students from all participating univer-
sities, as well as the invited guests: Prof. Vassilis Petra-
kis (University of Athens); Dr. Nikolaos Papadimitriou 
(Kanellopoulos Museum) and Akis Goumas (independ-
ent craftsman specialising in stone- and metalwork-
ing). Lectures and hands-on activities were organised 
according to the main themes of the project: artefacts 

(D. Panagiotopoulos, R. Pierini and V. Petrakis); crea-
tivity (N. Papadimitriou and A. Goumas, M.-L. Nosch 
and R. Pierini); technology (P. Pavúk and F. Franković) 
and skills (A. Ulanowska, M.-L. Nosch and R. Pierini). 
The programme of sight-seeing has been prepared 
and implemented by Prof. Kazimierz Lewartowski 
from the University of Warsaw, with Dr. Sylviane Ded-
erix (Belgian scientific member of the Ecole française 
d’Athènes, collaborator of AEGIS-Aegean Interdiscipli-
nary Studies and the director of Thorikos excavations) 
as the guest guide for this archaeological site.



Agata Kubala from the Institute of Art History of the 
University of Wrocław. Prof. Rafal Eysymontt from the 
same institute was another Summer School lecturer, 
as was Prof. Mateusz Żmudziński from the Institute of 
Archaeology of the University of Wrocław. The 2022 
Summer School was a pilot, experimental project 
aimed at developing a formula for conducting field 
classes of an interdisciplinary nature for students of 
art history, archaeology and history interested in the 
artistic and cultural heritage of the Mediterranean 
countries, which would give them the opportunity to 
work with the original historical material of this region 
from antiquity to contemporary times.

The group of three professors and fourteen stu-
dents arrived in Athens late on Monday, September 
12, 2022. The next day, the Summer School classes 
officially started with a lecture by Prof. Rafał Eysmontt 
on the history of Athens and Piraeus held in the hos-
pitable PAIA. The lecture and the following discussion 
filled the morning block of classes. After a lunch break, 
the Summer School participants set out into the field 
at 2:00 p.m. For the first topographical reconnais-
sance, the very center of Athens was chosen: Syntag-
ma Square and Plaka.

On the second day (Sept. 14), classes were held 
in the Acropolis Museum. The morning block was filled 

with a discussion and analysis of the building phases of 
the Acropolis and an analysis of the most representa-
tive monuments from the collections presented in the 
museum halls made by the lecturers. In the afternoon, 
the students conducted group exercises with the task 
of developing a selected object and then presenting 
the results of their work to the group.

The Summer School spent the third day (Sept. 
15) at the Acropolis and the Greek Agora. The plan 
was ambitious and physically demanding, but it was 
accomplished. Punctually at 9:00 a.m., the Summer 
School instructors and students entered the Acropolis: 
the Propylaea, the Parthenon, the Erechtheion and the 
temple of Athena Nike with a Wrocław accent in the 
background – after all, the fact that it could be seen 
that day and discussed during classes (not only those 
conducted in situ, but also in lecture halls) is thanks to 
the Wrocław architect Eduard Schaubert, among oth-
ers. At the end of this part of the program, the Sum-
mer School participants took a photo together at the 
monument to the glory and power of Athens in the 
time of Pericles (Fig. 1), after which they went to the 
Agora. There, in the arcades of the Hellenistic building 
known as the Stoa of Attalos (Fig. 2), an introductory 
lecture was held, followed by field activities. The task 
of the students was to recognize and analyze the pre-

Fig. 2. Students listening to a lecture in the Stoa of Attalos. (Photo by M. Żmudziński)



served remains of architectural objects that were part 
of the former buildings of this main square of ancient 
Athens. the best was left for the end of this part: after 
a little effort related to the need to climb the (fortu-
nately not very high) hill of Kolonos Agoraios that limits 
the Agora from the west, the Summer School partici-
pants stood in front of the best preserved Greek tem-
ple, Hephaestion – a real feast for lovers and adepts of 
ancient Greek architecture.

By 4:00 p.m., the plan was complete. At the end 
of the day, at the foot of the Acropolis and in the shade 
of an olive tree, the Summer School participants sum-
marized their activities. They also conducted a short 
test of students’ knowledge. They passed it perfectly.

On the fourth day (Sept. 16), classes were held in 
the Roman Agora of Athens. There was a short intro-
ductory lecture before entering and the remainder of 
the classes were held in the best-preserved building, 
the famous Tower of Winds. The Summer School then 
moved to Hadrian’s Library located next door and, fol-
lowing a short break, the students’ conducted group 
exercises that ended with an exam taken in the shade 
of the trees growing around the Lysicrates monument.

On the fifth day (Sept. 17), on 19th century Athe-
nian architecture (the so-called Greek Revival) were 
planned. In the morning, at the PAIA headquarters, 
a lecture was delivered by Prof. Eysymont with input 
from Prof. Kubala that introduced the topography of 
19th century Athens. Then, the practical part of the 
classes was carried out in the field, wherein recogni-
tion and analysis of 19th century buildings were dis-
cussed during the lecture. And finally, an obligatory 
accent for students from Wrocław University – a short 
lecture under the bust of Eduard Schaubert, the crea-
tor of the plan of modern Athens.

Sunday, September 18 was a day off. The sev-
enth day of classes (Sept. 19) started at the Temple 
of Olympian Zeus – the colossal Corinthian columns 
of Emperor Hadrian’s foundation are still impressive, 
although the scaffolding effectively hinders a proper 
view of the main body of the complex that remains 
intact. On that day, the Summer School was joined by 
a Wrocław resident who has been living in Athens for 
many years, Mrs. Edyta Kosiel-Evangelou, an ethnolo-
gist and art history enthusiast. Together, the Summer 
School and visitors set off on a further journey follow-
ing the ancient buildings of the city.

On the eighth day of classes (Sept. 20), with the 
end of the architectural unit it was time for movable 
monuments, so the Summer School moved to muse-

ums, starting with the Agora Museum. The topic of 
the morning classes was epigraphic monuments. This 
lecture was given by Dr. Dominika Grzesik from the 
Institute of History of the University of Wrocław, who 
introduced students to the fascinating world of Greek 
inscriptions and their invaluable research uses not 
only for ancient historians, but also for archaeologists 
and historians of ancient art.

The next two days of school, the ninth and tenth 
(Sept. 21 and 22), were spent at the National Archae-
ological Museum. The first was spent in the rooms 
presenting monuments of sculpture and relief. The 
procedure of conducting classes was, one might say, 
standard: first, a joint tour combined with a lecture 
and discussion of selected objects, then after a short 
break, exercises in pairs, and finally a presentation of 
the results of the students’ own work. On the second 
day of classes at the National Archaeological Museum, 
focus was placed on Greek ceramics. After the intro-
ductory lecture combined with viewing the objects on 
display, there was, as usual, group work wherein stu-
dents were asked to describe and analyze a selected 
vessel, and present their work to their colleagues.

On the eleventh and last of the Summer School 
(Sept. 23), classes were held at the last point of the 
program – the Museum of Byzantine and Christian Art. 
This time, a different scheme was adopted than usual. 
Only a short introductory lecture was given before 
entering the museum and the main emphasis was 
placed on the students’ work.

In the afternoon, it was time to sum up the camp. 
The Summer School students and instructors gathered 
in the PAIA library to discuss the last, very busy several 
days, and instructors listened to the students’ impres-
sions and comments.

The goal we set for ourselves was achieved. We 
hope that the project, after some modifications and 
slight adjustments to the program in the parts indicat-
ed by the Summer School participants, will continue in 
the following years.

The organization of the Summer School was 
strongly supported by the Polish Archaeological Insti-
tute at Athens. PAIA secured free entry to the muse-
ums and archaeological sites for all participants of the 
educational trip. The seat of the Institute works as a 
“meeting point” for students where they could gather, 
leave their luggage and rest, especially on the last day 
before the night flight to Poland.



The scientific lecture series “Lectures for a good start”
Janusz Czebreszuk, Jakub Niebieszczański, Konstantinos Vouvalidis, Panagiotis Tsourlos, Maria Pappa, Stelios Andreou, Inga Głuszek, 
Magdalena Krajcarz, Magdalena Sudoł-Procyk, Daniel Makowiecki, Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka and Agata Ulanowska

Scientific lectures are the traditional and most 
effective working tool for foreign schools in Athens, 
including PAIA. Immediately after the ceremonial 
opening of the PAIA headquarters, we hosted a scien-
tific lecture series under the common title “Lectures 
for a good start”.

The aim of this series was to create an opportuni-
ty to present all academic institutions that participated 
in the Agreement to establish and organize the PAIA. 
In addition to Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań 
(AMU), these are: the Institute of Archaeology and Eth-
nology of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Jagiellonian 
University in Kraków, Nicolaus Copernicus University 
in Toruń, the University of Rzeszów, the University of 
Warsaw and the University of Wrocław. The PAIA con-
tinues to successively showcase their research, which 
concerns the broadly understood Aegean and its con-
nections with the rest of Europe and the Mediterra-
nean. These contributions are also intended to show 
the scientific potential of each of these institutions in 
terms of the application of new methods (in the sense 
of archaeological sciences). It is no secret that the goal 
of the PAIA is also to offer collaboration with key Pol-
ish scientific institutions for researchers working in the 

Aegean. The initiation of the institutional presence 
of Polish archaeology in Athens was the ideal time to 
establish such scientific contacts, which should result 
in future joint research projects. This includes coop-
eration between Polish institutions and Greek ones, 
as well as those from other countries actively partici-
pating in research in Greece. The first such initiatives 
have already been established and can be seen in this 
Report.

The series “Lectures for a good start” began 
on December 16, 2021, with a lecture entitled “The 
Anthemous Valley Archaeological Project in Northern 
Greece” (Fig. 1), prepared by a Greek-Polish team of 
authors: Janusz Czebreszuk, Jakub Niebieszczański, 
Konstantinos Vouvalidis, Panagiotis Tsourlos, Maria 
Pappa and Stelios Andreou. This paper highlighted 
the research of AMU. The Anthemous Valley Archaeo-
logical Project (AVAP) started in 2010 as a cooperation 
between the Ephorate of Antiquities of the Thessa-
loniki Region and the Aristotle University of Thessa-
loniki. AMU participated from the start as a scientific 
partner of the latter on the basis of a bilateral agree-
ment between the two universities. On behalf of all 
three participants, the project was directed by Maria 
Pappa, Stelios Andreou and Janusz Czebreszuk respec-
tively. With the establishment of PAIA in 2019, a signif-
icant organizational change took place in the project. 
Through a permit which was issued by the Greek Min-
istry of Culture and Sports, AMU took over research 
in the framework of AVAP in 2020. The project contin-
ues to be realized in cooperation with the Ephorate of 
Antiquities of the Thessaloniki Region, which oversees 
it, and the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. This is 
the first fieldwork project of the PAIA and it is there-
fore not a coincidence that a report on the current 
phase of AVAP research initiated the PAIA scientific 
lecture series. 

AVAP focuses on a region to the south-east 
of Thessaloniki, a region with direct access to the 
mountains and the Aegean Sea. The plain comprises 
the largest part of the valley and is covered by deep 
fluvial deposits, which continue to be formed today. 
The valley has been settled since at least the Middle 

Fig. 1. Poster for the lecture “The Anthemous Valley Archaeological 
Project in Northern Greece”.



Neolithic period. Four Neolithic flat and extended sites 
have been recorded, including one of the largest set-
tlements of the period in Greece, the site of Vassilika 
- Kyparissi. Fourteen sites date to the Bronze Age and 
all are toumbas (tells). The Early Iron Age comprises 
11, which have the form of large table-shaped settle-
ment mounds. 

The initial aim of the project was to collect and 
verify all existing data on the prehistoric settlement of 
the valley until the beginning of the 1st millennium BC. 
This included fieldwork involving non-invasive tech-
niques such as field survey, magnetometry prospec-
tion, and geodetical surveying of archaeological 
sites. In the following years, the project evolved into 
a geoarchaeological study of the fluvial plain of the 
valley. Focus shifted to a new series of research ques-
tions about the landscape during the establishment 
of prehistoric occupation in the region, the dynamics 
of landscape changes between periods in relation to 
settlement networks and the effect of the aggradation 
processes on the archaeological visibility of the pre-
historic settlement record. To address these issues, we 
adjusted our field methodology which now also com-
prises techniques such as electrical resistivity tomog-
raphy and vibracoring. As a result, we have obtained 
dozens of cores with undisturbed sediment structure 
that have been subjected to detailed sedimentologi-
cal, palynological and geochemical analyses and high 
resolution 14C dating. 

On January 20, 2022, researchers presented a 
lecture on the achievements of archaeologists from 
the Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń entitled 
“Archaeology, Science and Greeks - Research at the 
Institute of Archaeology Nicolaus Copernicus Univer-
sity in Toruń, Poland” (Fig. 2). Its authors were: Inga 
Głuszek, Magdalena Krajcarz, Magdalena Sudoł-Procyk 
and Daniel Makowiecki.

The beginning of archaeological research at the 
Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń dates back 
to 1946 with the activity of Prof. Roman Jakimowicz. 
Since that time, the archaeological unit has become 
an independent institute engaged in prehistoric and 
medieval studies both in the region and worldwide. 
This talk presents research from two of the seven 
research units and laboratories within the Institute, 
including the Department of Environmental Archae-
ology and Human Paleoecology and the Department 
of Antiquity and Early Medieval Period. The main 

research areas of the first are focused on the natural 
conditions of prehistoric and medieval settlements. 
The research problems are investigated through pro-
jects concerning: the history of ancient fauna and veg-
etation; the use of organic and inorganic resources; 
the effects of climate change and landscape transfor-
mations; and mutual relationships between the envi-
ronment and culture. In this talk, the case of a cave site 
Shelter in Smoleń III (Polish Jura, southern Poland) was 
discussed to present an interdisciplinary approach to 
this research, including the wide applicationof dating 
and biomolecular methods used in the reconstruction 
of animal history and animal-human relationships. A 
special focus was given to the early dispersal of the 
domestic cat across Europe in light of current research 
in the Department. The second part of the talk con-
cerned chosen research trends related to the archae-
ology of the ancient Greeks conducted by the Depart-
ment of Antiquity and Early Medieval Period. The main 
focus was devoted to studies on the model of Greek 
settlement in the northwestern coast of the Black Sea 
regarding the two cities of Histria and Nikonion. The 

Fig. 2. Poster for the lecture “Archaeology, Science and Greeks - 
Research at the Institute of Archaeology Nicolaus Copernicus Uni-
versity in Toruń, Poland”.



project focused on the importance and intensity of the 
importand distribution of black-gloss ceramics to His-
tria and Nikonion – two Greek colonies perceived as 
having belonged to a single economic zone.

On March 22, 2022, a lecture entitled “Digging 
the UNESCO World Heritage Site: Polish past and pre-
sent Research in Nea Paphos on Cyprus” (Fig. 3) was 
given by Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka from Jagiellonian 
University in Kraków. Nea Paphos is one of the most 
important archaeological sites in Cyprus and has been 
listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1980. It 
served as a capital of the island for several centuries, 
so research in this area is essential for revealing the 
history of this part of the Mediterranean.

Polish archaeological research in Nea Paphos 
began in 1965 under the initiative of Prof. Kazimierz 
Michałowski from the Polish Centre of Mediterranean 
Archaeology, University of Warsaw. The main achieve-
ments of research in the residential district of the city 
(Maloutena) were briefly presented, where, inter alia, 
the famous mosaics of the Villa of Theseus and the 

House of Aion have been uncovered. Then, the most 
important research results of Jagiellonian University’s 
Department of Classical Archaeology Paphos Agora 
Project (conducted between 2011 and 2020) in the 
public space of Agora situated in the central part of 
the city were presented. The most important achieve-
ments include the discovery of the remains of two 
large buildings (marked as A and B) from the period 
preceding the creation of the Agora. An extremely sig-
nificant achievement was also shifting the dating of 
the beginnings of the Agora to the Hellenistic period – 
that is to the 2nd century BC rather than the 2nd century 
AD, as postulated earlier. It was established that this 
main representative square of the city was rectangu-
lar with approximate dimensions of 150 x 160m and 
was surrounded by porticoes (tetrastoon), of which 
the Eastern Portico was double and the Southern Por-
tico was triple. Thus, the Agora of Nea Paphos was one 
of the largest in the Eastern Mediterranean. The main 
part of lecture focused on the currently implemented 
(from 2020) project entitled “MA-P Maloutena and 
Agora in the layout of Paphos: Modelling the cityscape 
of the capital of Hellenistic and Roman Cyprus.” It is 
carried out by a joint expedition from the University 
of Warsaw and the Jagiellonian University in Kraków 
in cooperation with the Warsaw University of Technol-
ogy and University of Hamburg under the direction of 
E. Papuci-Władyka. The international and interdiscipli-
nary project aims to reconstruct the 3D urban land-
scape of Paphos at different stages of its development 
using the latest modeling and spatial analyses meth-
ods.

The last lecture in the series took place on 
November 8, 2022. It was entitled: “Impressed, Unim-
pressive yet Informative: New evidence for the tech-
nical textiles from imprints on the undersides of clay 
sealings from Bronze Age Greece” (Fig. 4) and was giv-
en by Agata Ulanowska from the University of Warsaw. 
Due to the preservation conditions in Greece, extant 
textiles are rare in archaeological contexts and they 
represent, therefore, a limited selection of the range 
of products that were originally consumed by Bronze 
Age societies. Their number can be, however, comple-
mented by evidence of textile imprints, such as those 
from the undersides of clay sealings. 

A large number of such imprints documented on 
plasticine impressions and silicone casts of the under-
sides of clay sealings and nodules by the Corpus der 
minoischen und mykenischen Siegel (CMS) team is 

Fig. 3. Poster for the lecture “Digging the UNESCO World Heritage 
Site: Polish past and present research in Nea Paphos on Cyprus”.



stored in the CMS Archive now in Heidelberg. They 
have partially been examined by the author within the 
‘Textiles and Seals’ research project and published in 
an open access ‘Textiles and Seals’ database (https://
textileseals.uw.edu.pl/database/). Although visually 
unimpressive, impressed textiles comprise an impor-
tant new source for analyzing the technical properties 
of textiles (i.e., products such as threads, cords, thongs, 
woven fabrics, mats or wickerwork) used for covering, 
wrapping, tying and hanging the sealed objects.

The choice of raw materials (both of plant and 
animal origin) and challenges for their identification 
on the basis of imprints, the specific parameters of 
products and characteristics of production techniques, 
as well as specific use-patterns for technical textiles in 
sealing practices were discussed, taking Early Bronze 
Age Lerna and Geraki, and a Middle Bronze Age Phaist-
os as case studies. The evidence under discussion ena-
bles, for what may be the very first time, a quantitative 
study of site-specific properties and uses of technical 
textiles from Bronze Age Greece that imply diachronic 
developments in textile technology.

In 2023, we plan to finish the series “Lectures for 
a good start” and propose a new lecture series at PAIA.

Fig. 4. Poster for the lecture “Impressed, Unimpressive yet Inform-
ative: New evidence for the technical textiles from imprints on the 
undersides of clay sealings from Bronze Age Greece”.

Adam Mickiewicz Evening in Athens
Beata Kukiel-Vraila

On May 26, 2022, in connection with the celebra-
tion of the Year of Polish Romanticism and the 200th 
anniversary of the publication of the volume of poetry 
“Ballads and romances” by Adam Mickiewicz, PAIA 
and the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań (AMU) 
in cooperation with the Embassy of the Republic of 
Poland in Athens organized the “Mickiewicz Evening”. 
Adam Mickiewicz is one of the most important writ-
ers and poets in the history of Polish culture, active 
in the first half of the 19th century. The publication in 
1822 of his volume of poetry “Ballads and Romances” 
is considered to be the beginning of Romanticism in 
Polish culture. He is also the patron of the University 
of Poznań.

The cultural event, which took place at the 
embassy, was addressed to the Polish community and 
Slavic philologists. It was also the first opportunity for 
PAIA to present itself to representatives of the Pol-
ish community in Greece. The numerous guests were 
greeted by the Ambassador of the Republic of Poland 
in Athens, Artur Lompart (Fig. 1). On behalf of the 
AMU present at the ceremony, the vice-rector, Prof. 
Michal Banaszek (Fig. 2). In turn, the director of PAIA, 
Prof. Janusz Czebreszuk, in his speech, presented the 
idea, statute and activities of the newly established 
institute, emphasizing that the task of PAIA is not only 
to represent Polish archaeologists interested in con-
ducting archaeological research in Greece before the 
Greek authorities, but also to promote the achieve-



Fig. 3. During the artistic part. In the first row from the left: AMU Vice-Rector, Prof. 
Michał Banaszek, Ambassador’s wife, Mrs Iwona Lompart, Ambassador Artur Lompart, 
Prof. Janusz Czebreszuk, Prof. Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka, Prof. Mateusz Stróżyński, Szy-
mon Chorobiński. Photo by Beata Kukiel-Vraila.

ments of Polish science and culture in the intellec-
tual environment of Athens throughout Greece. Prof. 
Janusz Czebreszuk explained that two programs have 
been launched for this purpose: scientific and cultural, 
which will consist of lectures, seminars, exhibitions, 
author’s evenings, summer schools and other such 
events. The director of PAIA reminded that the year 
2022 was announced by the Polish Parliament as the 
Year of Polish Romanticism, for which the main pre-
text was the 200th anniversary of the publication of A. 
Mickiewicz’s “Ballads and Romans” in Vilnius, which is 
why PAIA, being organizationally part of AMU, decided 
to celebrate its patron in the form of Mickiewicz Even-
ing in Athens.

The program of the evening included a lecture 
on the importance of Adam Mickiewicz’s “Ballads and 
Romances” in Polish Romanticism against the Europe-
an background, which was delivered by Prof. Wojciech 
Hamerski (Faculty of Polish and Classical Philology 
at the AMU). In turn, in the artistic part, a cocert of 

Fig. 1. Welcoming of participants by Ambassador Artur Lompart. 
Photo by Beata Kukiel-Vraila. 

songs composed, among others, to Adam Mickiewicz’s 
poetry performed by Prof. Mateusz Stróżyński (Direc-
tor of the Institute of Classical Philology at the AMU) 
accompanied by Szymon Chorobiński (Academy of 
Music, Poznań) (Fig. 3). Both the lecture and the con-
cert were held in Polish. The event was attended by 
Consul of the Republic of Poland in Athens Sławomir 
Pyl, Vice-Consul Anna Maleta, representatives of the 
Polish community and Polish organizations in Greece, 
Anna Sardis, Director of the Zygmunt Minejko Polish 
School at the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in 
Athens, together with representatives of the teaching 
council, Parents’ Council and a group of students, as 
well as students and lecturers of the Faculty of Polish 
Philology of the Jagiellonian University on a study visit 
to the Polish School.

The Organisation of Adam Mickiewicz Evening 
was partly financed by the Adam Mickiewicz Univer-
sity in Poznań’s internal project - IDUB-UAM, grant no. 
916/16/UAM/0004.

Fig. 2. Speech by AMU Vice-Rector, Prof. Michał Banaszek.  
Photo by Beata Kukiel-Vraila.



“Polish Philhellenism Evening” in Elliniko-Argyroupoli
Beata Kukiel-Vraila

The exhibition showing the Polish research in the 
broadly understood sphere of influence of Aegean 
and Greek civilizations was presented during the “Pol-
ish Philhellenism Evening” in Elliniko-Argyroupoli on 
September 7, 2022. The event was organized by the 
Juliusz Słowacki Institute Foundation in Gdańsk, Dima-
rchio Argyroupoli-Elliniko and the Zygmunt Minejko 
Polish School at the Polish Embassy in Athens, with a 
support of the Polish Archaeological Institute at Ath-
ens. Four lectures were given during the evening: Prof. 
Maria Kalinowska spoke about the philhellenism of the 
polish poet Juliusz Słowacki, Prof. Gościwit Malinowski 
discussed the Polish participation in the Greek War of 
Independence, Konstantinos Velentzas, EEF president, 
discussed the Battle of Peta, while Beata Kukiel-Vraila 
MA, General Secretary of PAIA in Athens & Cultural 
Manager together with Dr Giorgos Doulfis, philolo-
gist and archaeologists from the Experimental School 
of the University of Athens, presented the concept of 
the exhibition and the activity of PAIA (Fig. 1). During 

Fig. 2. “Polish Philhellenism Evening” in Elliniko-Argyroupol - Work-
ing meeting at the PAIA: (from left) Elżbieta Panajota Nawrocka 
and Ewa Romanik from the Juliusz Słowacki Institute Foundation in 
Gdańsk, Anna Sardis, Director of the Zygmunt Minejko Polish School 
at the Polish Embassy in Athens, Nikos Filaktos, composer, pianist. 
Photo by Beata Kukiel-Vraila.

the event the students from the Zygmunt Minejko Pol-
ish School at the Polish Embassy in Athens presented 
Polish poetry and national dances. The high school 
students presented the biography and fragments of 
poems by the great, though somewhat forgotten, Pol-
ish philhellen - Józef Dunin Borkowski. The recitation 
of the students was accompanied by Mr. Nikos Filak-
tos, composer, arranger and conductor. The youth pre-
sented also the works of Juliusz Słowacki: “Lambro”, 
“Agamemnon’s Tomb”, as well as a poem by Cyprian 
Kamil Norwid entitled “Chopin’s Piano”. All in both Pol-
ish and Greek. The highlight of the evening was the 
performance of 9-year-old Maximilian, who played on 
the piano the works of the greatest Romantic compos-
er - Fryderyk Chopin.

Earlier, PAIA made its headquarters available to 
the organizers of the event for meetings, in which it 
also actively participated (Fig. 2).

Fig. 1. “Polish Philhellenism Evening” in Elliniko-Argyroupoli. 
Photo by Polish School at the Polish Embassy in Athens.

Trip to Nauplio
Beata Kukiel-Vraila

On October 8, 2022 the organizers and participants of 
the “Polish Philhellenism Evening” took part in a trip to 
the first capital of Greece - Nauplio, where they visited 
the Catholic Church of the Transfiguration, where there 
is a monument to 280 Philhellenes, including Poles 

who died during the Greek War of Independence. The 
monument has the form of an internal wooden por-
tal, modeled to resemble the front of a classical Greek 
temple.



Meeting of Polish marathon runners with the Ambassador of 
the Republic of Poland in Athen at PAIA
Beata Kukiel-Vraila

On November 16, 2022 the Polish Institute organized 
and hosted a meeting of Polish marathon runners with 
the Ambassador of the Republic of Poland in Athens, 
Mr. Artur Lompart (Fig. 1). Most of the group of almost 
30 people took part in the marathon for the first time. 
Some ran over a shorter distance of 10 km, and a few 

people ran over more than 42 km in the Athens Mara-
thon The Authentic. During the meeting, which was 
also attended by members of the Institute who used 
guest rooms at that time, Beata Kukiel-Vraila MA, pre-
sented the main goals and activities of the PAIA to mar-
athon runners from various regions of Poland (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2. Meeting of Polish marathon runners with the Ambassa-
dor of the Republic of Poland in Athen at PAIA. 
Photo by Beata Kukiel-Vraila.

Fig. 1. Meeting of Polish marathon runners with the Ambassador 
of the Republic of Poland in Athen at PAIA. 
Photo by Beata Kukiel-Vraila.

Caroling with Zygmunt Mineyko Polish School
Beata Kukiel-Vraila

School Concert of Christmas Carols took place on 
December 19, 2022 at the 1st Dimotiko School in 
Egaleo, where the Polish School is located. Polish chil-
dren sang Christmas carols, and then the Greek school 
students presented Greek Christmas traditions. At the 
end, they all together symbolically dressed an olive 
branch representing the Christmas tree. The meet-

ing was attended by the Ambassador of the Republic 
of Poland in Athens, Mr. Artur Lompart, who wished 
everyone present Merry Christmas. PAIA was happy to 
be a guest at this event, which gave an opportunity 
to come up with new ideas to strengthen cooperation 
between the Polish School and the Institute!

Fig. 1. Participants of the meeting against the backdrop of the Epitaph of Philhellenes.  
Photo by Beata Kukiel-Vraila.



Fig. 1. Caroling with Zygmunt Mineyko Polish School. 
Photo by Beata Kukiel-Vraila.

Meeting of the students from Zygmunt Mineyko Polish 
School at Athens with Canadian artist Eveline Kolijn at PAIA
Beata Kukiel-Vraila

A meeting of the students from Zygmunt Mineyko 
Polish School at Athens with Canadian artist Eveline 
Kolijn took place on November 25, 2022. A group of 
students, together with their teacher Alicja Wawr-
zynowicz, first watched the visual art project entitle 
“The Ocean Inside”. It was presented at the Canadian 
Institute in Greece (Fig. 1), which invited Eveline Kolijn 
and organized a number of events related to her activi-
ties devoted to the subject of coral reef degradation 
and climate change. Afterwards, the next part of the 
presentation of the artist’s works and a discussion on 

environmental protection took place at the headquar-
ters of PAIA (Fig. 2). The meeting was also attended by 
PAIA members who currently use the Institute’s guest 
rooms and the curator of the exhibition, Dr. Katerina 
Pizania. The meeting was organized by Beata Kukiel-
Vraila MA, General Secretary of PAIA in Athens & Cul-
tural Manager and Anna Sardis, Director of Zygmunt 
Mineyko Polish School at Athens with a big support 
of the Canadian Institute in Greece! This event is a 
clear sign of good relations and fruitful cooperation 
between the Canadian Institute in Athens and PAIA.

Fig. 2. Meeting of the students from Zygmunt Mineyko Polish 
School at Athens with Canadian artist Eveline Kolijn at PAIA. 
Photo by Beata Kukiel-Vraila.

Fig. 1. Meeting of the students from Zygmunt Mineyko Polish 
School at Athens with Canadian artist Eveline Kolijn in the Cana-
dian Insitute. Photo by Beata Kukiel-Vraila.



Lecture by Prof. Małgorzata Zduniak-Wiktorowicz Beata Kukiel-Vraila

On May 26, PAIA, in cooperation with the Polish Lan-
guage and Culture Center for Foreigners of the Fac-
ulty of Polish and Classical Philology of the Adam 
Mickiewicz University and the National Agency for 
Academic Exchange, organized an on-line lecture by 

Prof. Małgorzata Zduniak-Wiktorowicz (AMU), entitled 
“Migration in new texts of culture” as part of the “Pro-
motion of the Polish language, National Agency for 
Academic Exchange.”

The Institute – a place of living for our members
In February 2022, we hosted the first PAIA members 
in the newly renovated guest rooms of our Institute. 
The interest in booking rooms grew with each pass-
ing month. As a result, over 35 members stayed at the 

institute for a period of several days to two months, 
some of them stayed there two or three times a year 
and last guests left on December 27!

Lecture by Prof. Janusz Czebreszuk entitled  
“Archaeometry of amber” Beata Kukiel-Vraila

The first event implementing the provisions of the 
cooperation agreement signed on the opening day of 
PAIA between the French School in Athens and AMU 
was a lecture by Prof. Janusz Czebreszuk at the French 
School. It took place on February 15, 2022 and was 
organized remotely. The lecture was entitled “Archae-
ometry of amber”. It was a general introduction to 
the subject of amber as a raw material that played an 

important role in the prehistory of Europe. Its main 
deposits were located in Central Europe, on the shores 
of the Baltic and North Seas, while it was consumed 
mainly in the south of Europe, which had been the 
case since the beginning of the Bronze Age. The ways 
of its dissemination also became routes of intensive 
exchange of ideas and cultural features.

Fig. 1. Prof. Iwona Sobkowiak-Tabaka (AMU) and Dr. Aldona  
Kurzawska (Polish Academy of Sciences).

Fig. 2. Prof. Mateusz Żmudziński (Wrocław University), Dr. Emilia 
Twarowska-Antczak (AMU) and Prof. Joanna Trąbska (Rzeszów 
University).

Fig. 3. Birgit Konnemann (Polish Academy of Sciences, Pefkakia 
Project).

Fig. 4. Prof. Zbigniew Zwoliński (AMU).

Beata Kukiel-Vraila



The current composition of the Partners’ Council:
Prof. Janusz Czebreszuk, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, Chairman
Prof. Bartłomiej Lis, Institute of Archeology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of Sciences
Prof. Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka, Jagiellonian University in Kraków
Prof. Andrzej Pelisiak, University of Rzeszów
Prof. Agata Ulanowska, University of Warsaw
Prof. Andrzej Wiśniewski, University of Wrocław

The current composition of the Academics’ Council:
Prof. Kazimierz Lewartowski, prehistoric archaeologist, University of Warsaw, Chairman
Prof. Stylianos Andreou, prehistoric archaeologist, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
Prof. Krystyna Bartol, classical philologist, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań
Prof. Véronique Chankowski, classical archaeologist, University of Lyon, Director of the French School in Athens
Prof. Janusz Czebreszuk, prehistoric archaeologist, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań
Prof. Janusz K. Kozłowski, prehistoric archaeologist, Jagiellonian University in Kraków
Prof. Daniel Makowiecki, archaeozoologist, Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń
Prof. Krzysztof Nawotka, classical philologist, ancient historian, University of Wrocław
Prof. Krzysztof Nowicki, prehistoric archaeologist, Institute of Archeology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences
Prof. Marek Olbrycht, ancient historian, University of Rzeszów
Prof. Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka, classical archaeologist, Jagiellonian University in Kraków
Prof. Tomasz Płonka, prehistorical archaeologist, University of Wrocław
Prof. Marek Węcowski, ancient historian, University of Warsaw

Members of the Polish Archaeological Institute at Athens (by the end of 2022)
Dr. Aulsebrook Stephanie, University of Warsaw
Bobola Slawomir, MA, Jagiellonian University in Kraków
Prof. Borowicz Sebastian, Jagiellonian University in Kraków
Dr. Brillowski Wojciech, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań
Prof. Janusz Czebreszuk, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań
Dr. Domżalski Krzysztof, Institute of Archeology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of Sciences
Dr. Dudlik Katarzyna, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań
Prof. Eysymontt Rafał, University of Wrocław
Dr. Fritsch Barbara, Landesamt für Denkmalpflege und Archäologie Sachsen-Anhalt
Prof. Gralak Tomasz, University of Wrocław
Dr. Grzesik Dominika, University of Wrocław
Prof. Hobot-Marcinek Joanna, Jagiellonian University in Kraków
Prof. Kaim Andrzej, University of Warsaw
Prof. Kaim Barbara, University of Warsaw
Birgit Konnemann, Institute of Archeology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of Sciences
Monika Koźlakowska, MA, University of Warsaw
Prof. Kubala Agata, University of Wrocław
Dr. Kucewicz Cezary, University of Gdańsk
Dr. Kurzawska Aldona, Institute of Archeology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of Sciences
Liwerska-Garstecka Aneta, MA, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań
Prof. Müller Johannes, Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel
Nechypor Victoria, University of Warsaw
Ogidel Franciszek, University of Warsaw
Prof. Papuci-Władyka Ewdoksia, Jagiellonian University in Kraków
Ruzzo Stefano, MA
Prof. Sobkowiak-Tabaka Iwona, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań
Prof. Szmyt Marzena, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań
Prof. Trąbska Joanna, University of Rzeszów
Dr. Twarowska-Antczak Emilia, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań
Prof. Ulanowska Agata, University of Warsaw
Witowski Jakub, MA, University of Wrocław



The vibra-coring of site to obtain profiles with undisturbed sediment record. Photo by Sebastian Teska. 


