
The excavation was conducted, as in 2023, in 
three areas, A, B and MG1 (Figs 1-2), which (as revealed 
by the 2008 excavations) represent three different 
types of architectural arrangement (Wallace 2020). 
Two research questions in particular determined the 
strategy. The first relates to how social organisation 
and institutions work at the new site, founded around 
1200 BC in a very difficult geographical environment. 
A relatively large area excavated on Megali Koprana 
(Area MG) revealed very rich floor deposits, interest-
ing new elements of architectural planning and evi-
dence of post-abandonment (Geometric) activity, so 
far unique for the LM IIIC settlement at Karfi. The sec-
ond question concerns a much earlier period in Cre-
tan history (MM, ca. 1800–1700 BC) which prior to the 
2008 test excavations was known at Karfi only from 
the peak sanctuary identified by Pendlebury at the 
very summit of the Karfi knoll (Pendlebury et al. 1937-
38, 97). The 2008 tests showed that the MM use of the 
site was spatially much wider: it also included a kind of 
auxiliary site in Area B where some related rituals may 
have been performed. The most recent excavation (in 
2024) revealed more of the complex history of the MM 
activity in this place. The question arises of whether 
the MM evidence, recorded in Area B, can be directly 
linked to the use of the peak sanctuary or it had its 
own independent origin and history related to another 
kind of ritual? The latter may have been deeper root-
ed in the local traditions. We encounter other issues 
related to ritual (here of the LM IIIC period) in Area 
A, where we seek data elucidating the extraordinary 
location and monumental construction of Building A1 
as well as its characteristic deposits and unusual finds. 
The 2024 excavation in all areas clarified some ques-
tions arising after the 2023 season, but at the same 
time opened up new research problems regarding the 
presence of people in such an extreme environment.

Starting with Area A, Building A1, the entirety 
of the large main room, ca. 8 by 6 m, has now been 
exposed, with one section reserved at the southern 
end of the room. Additionally, a trench 2 by 1 m was 
opened in 2024 in the front of the building, on its 
northern side. As a result we were able to define the 
main and only external doorway of the building on the 
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Fig. 1. Map of the Lasithi Mountains with defensible sites founded 
during the LM IIIC- Protogeometric periods; Karfi marked as no. 
71. For the identification of other sites see Nowicki 2025, fig. 132

Fig. 2. Plan of Karfi with the excavated trenches in Areas A, B and 
MG marked in black



remains of the inner plastering of walls. Ash and char-
coal characterised the composition of soil through 
the entire extension of the LM IIIC floor as it was also 
found in the central and western part of this room and 
in the attached house excavated in 2008. Immediately 
underneath this burnt LM IIIC floor were found rich 
deposits with MM pottery, animal bones, burnt red 
soil and ash overlying the bedrock. The evidence for a 
substantial auxiliary area for the peak sanctuary to the 
east was augmented: not only were related remains 
found to extend outside the southern wall of the LM 
IIIC building complex – suggesting the complex was 
newly founded in LM IIIC and not an MM remnant – 
but traces of architecture probably used and founded 
in the MM period itself were discovered in the area for 
the first time in the SE corner of the excavated room 
(Fig. 3:1). A single Neolithic well-burnished potsherd 
found within the room on bedrock opens an entirely 
new question regarding the site’s earliest history.

In Area MG1 the 2024 season set a clear goal for 
extension of excavation over the whole north summit 
in 2025, by confirming that the architecture is very 
complex and extensive over the whole zone, being 
bounded only by sheer rock outcrops on the south and 
north and by the eroding slopes to the east (Fig. 4). 

northern side and to identify poor remains of a central 
clay hearth in the main room. Similarly as during the 
earlier excavations, no complete or nearly complete 
vessels were found, which is in sharp contrast to the 
situation in Areas B and MG1. Our 2024 results sup-
port the earlier interpretation of the building as funda-
mentally different from domestic houses at the site – it 
was not destroyed by fire and the first discovery this 
year of mixed ceramic sherds from outside the build-
ing to the north-northeast suggests a messy clearance 
process following abandonment ca. 1100–1050 BC, 
part-way through the settlement’s life. 

In Area B, the excavation was completed of the 
eastern part of the large room (4.4 by 6.4 m) which was 
opened in 2023 immediately east of the 2008 trench. 
An opening in the eastern wall of this room, togeth-
er with traces of ash, charcoal and numerous loom 
weights immediately east of this opening, indicate 
that another room of the same house can be expected 
on this side. The extensions of the eastern and south-
ern walls in the southeastern corner of the excavat-
ed room point to other architectural units in those 
directions, which may be parts of the same house. A 
substantial quantity of burnt clay pieces was found 
along the eastern and northern walls; these must be 

Fig. 3. House B2, the main room with remains of pre-LM IIIC architecture (2) found under the LM IIIC walls (1)



The main results of the work this year included open-
ing up of the inset structure in the far northern part 
of the complex of three E-W orientated buildings and 
immediately northwest of the large ‘hall’ (N Trench 
Building MG1) discovered in 2023. We made further 
discoveries of traces of Geometric-period re-use (ca. 
800-700 BC) in the form of cooking pots and cups in 
topsoil layers to the far S of the complex. There are 
signs of possible intrusive activity in antiquity in the 
doorway area of the hall in the N Trench Building. We 
completed the clearance of hearths and first full study 
of their construction in the two largest rooms of the 
adjacent buildings - the hall of the N Trench Building, 
and the building to its south. We completed the full 
exploration of storerooms in the west part of both 
complexes. Our season confirmed for the first time 
a third structure/house to the north of the complex, 
similarly rich in finds, and perhaps representing a third 
elite dwelling with the best view of all, right across to 
the peaks of Karfi and Mikri Koprana and building A1 
to the north. 

The results of the 2024 excavation determine 
our work plan for the following season. In 2025 we 
will continue to focus on our primary research ques-
tions as explained in the project proposal and devel-
oped during the 2023 and 2024 excavations. In A1 
work will continue in the external trench in front of 
the entrance, where the arrangement of several large 
blocks suggests some post-abandonment modification 
of the space. Also, cleaning the rest of the main room 
will be undertaken in its southeastern part and south-
western corner. The trench in Area B, which uncovered 
the entire western room of House B2, will be extended 
to the east (2.5 by 5 m) and south (1.5-2.0 by 6 m) to 
clarify the plan of the LM IIIC building with the rooms 
attached to the main room excavated so far and even-
tually the outer spaces, which will allow to reconstruct 
the communication between the houses in this quarter 
of the LM IIIC settlement. Among the most important 
goals of the 2025 season will be tracing the pre-LM IIIC 
architectural structure identified in the southeastern 
corner of the western room in House B2 beyond the 
LM IIIC house on its southern and eastern sides. In 

Fig. 4. LM IIIC houses excavated in the northern part of Megali Koprana (MG 1)



The first research season took place between 
September 21 and October 22 2024. Research team 
comprised 12 members from all partner institutions 
respectively: Dr A. Batziou, PhD candidate Dimitris 
Agnousiotis, Iacovos Georgiou, MA; Prof. A. Ulanow-
ska, MA students Olga Chatys and Piotr Kuźlik, BA stu-
dent Matylda Wawra; Dr F. Franković, BA student Leo-
nidas Pearl; Prof. Dr P. Pavúk, PhD students Jan Bobik 
and Anna Peterková. 

Aims of the ASkoS project
The Northern Sporades consist of the large 

islands of Skiathos, Skopelos, and Alonnisos, as well 
as numerous small and currently uninhabited islands. 
The geographical position of the archipelago, together 
with known sea currents and wind patterns, suggests 
its role as an intermediary connector between dif-
ferent parts of the Northern Aegean. Therefore, the 
relatively limited understanding of developments on 
the archipelago during the 3rd and 2nd millennia BCE 
is rather surprising. Interestingly, the distribution of 
prehistoric sites is better documented on the small 
islands than on the larger ones. Surveys conducted on 
the small islands during the 1970s and 1990s suggest 
that, in comparison to the preceding Neolithic period, 
the archipelago likely witnessed a significant decrease 

Introduction
A significant number of fieldwork projects and 

theoretical studies conducted over the past few dec-
ades have greatly advanced our understanding of 
social, cultural, and political developments in the 
Northern Aegean during the 3rd and 2nd millennia BCE. 
However, the Northern Sporades still remain one of the 
least explored areas in Bronze Age Aegean archaeolo-
gy, despite their potential to deepen our knowledge of 
regional developments. The Ancient Skopelos Survey 
(ASkoS, 2024–2028; https://askos.archeologia.uw.edu.
pl/) project was launched to address this notable gap, 
with a specific focus on clarifying the role of Skope-
los Island within the broader context of socio-political, 
economic and cultural changes over the two millennia. 
ASkoS is a collaborative project (synergasia) between 
the Ephorate of Antiquities of Magnesia under the 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture, with Dr Anthi Batziou as 
the project director, and the PAIA, represented by the 
project partner and co-director Prof. Agata Ulanowska 
from the UW. This collaboration also includes Dr Filip 
Franković, a co-director representing the University of 
Heidelberg and the Archaeological Museum in Zagreb, 
and Prof. Peter Pavúk, a co-director from the Charles 
University in Prague, expanding the network estab-
lished among these three universities within the 4EU+ 
Alliance and the Erasmus+ programme.

Ancient Skopelos Survey (ASkoS)  
Project: Report from the first survey season
Anthi Batziou, Agata Ulanowska, Filip Franković, Peter Pavúk

MG1, exploration of the extensive architecture on the 
N, E and S will continue, along with the commence-
ment of investigations on the southern summit of 
Megali Koprana (MG2) where well-preserved building 
remains are visible on the surface. 

Organisations providing resources and logistic 
support were NSCP OPUS 20-2020/39/B/HS3/00820, 
Gerda Henkel Foundation (Germany), the INSTAP 
Study Center for East Crete, Kera Kardiotissas Monas-
tery, alongside private donation of people from Kera, 
Krasi, Mochlos, and Tzermiado. 
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