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Nubia: Where Byzantium Became African

Abstract

Over the past six decades, the archaeology of medieval Nubia has become a premier
field of expertise at the University of Warsaw. In this presentation, Artur Obtuski surveys
groundbreaking discoveries that have fundamentally transformed modern understanding of
Nubian societies from the 4™ to the 14™ centuries. Focusing on the historic capital city of
Dongola, the presentation illuminates the trajectory of religious evolution, political authority,
and daily life along the Middle Nile. Ultimately, the research challenges Eurocentric paradigms,
framing northeast African kingdoms not as passive recipients of Byzantine culture, but as

dynamic, sophisticated, and equal partners in the global medieval Christian landscape.



